
 

Page 1 

PLA RIVER USERS CONSULTATIVE FORUM (UPPER) 
Notes of the meeting held at Watermen’s Hall at 10:30 on 

Thursday 10th April 2014 
 

Present: 
Mark Towens (Chairman) PLA, Harbour Master Upper (HMU) 
Terry Lawrence PLA, Harbour Master Thames Tideway Tunnels 
Steve Rushbrook PLA, Deputy Harbour Master Upper 2 
Darren Knight PLA, Assistant Harbour Master Recreational 
Tanya Ferry  PLA, Environment Manager 
Fai Lee PLA, Digital Communications Manager 
 
David White MCA 
Rod Shaw MCA 
Paul Watkins MCA 
Janet Kelly RNLI 
Tanya Martin MPU 
Justin Coo London Fire Brigade 
Jane Commons London River Services 
Hannah Sullivan London River Services 
Roger Flitter Passenger Boat Association 
Stuart Smith Port Health Authority 
Steve Davies Royal Yachting Association 
Kevin East Canoe England 
Graham Faulkner GPS Marine 
Richard Bain Thames Shipping 
Edward Livett Thames Luxury Charters 
Derek Mann Thames Clippers 
Ryan Hall City Cruises 
Mark Brookes Thames Executive Charters 
Will McKee CPBS 
Ed Langley Complete Pleasure 
Dean McGlinchey Thames Rib Experience 
Mark Towers Topsail Events/Thames Leisure 
Peter Finch River Thames Society 
David Jones  Association of Thames Yacht Clubs 
Michael Shefras RYA Thames & London 
Richard Hart RYA/ATYC 
Pamela Chart ATYC 
Roger Squires Inland Waterways Association  

  
a. Apologies for Absence 

Kelvin Arterton PLA, Deputy Harbour Master (SM) 
Lucy Owen PLA, Deputy Director of Planning and Environment 
Alex Hickman  Thames Practitioners Group 
Sean Collins Thames Clippers 
Scott Neicho CPBS 
Bob Prentice Crown River Cruises 
John Potter Lower Thames and Medway Pass. Boat Company 
Andrew Thompson London River Services 
James Gilbert London River Services 
Neil Caborn Cory Environmental 
Alan Clifford London Duck Tours 
Chris Livett Thames Luxury Charters 
Paul Cave Lighthouse Seafarers Mission, Tilbury 
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b. Maters Arising and Review of Action Points from the Minutes of the River 

Users Consultative Forum (Upper) held on Thursday 14th  November 2013 
Action on RUCF(U) Members: Please advise PLA Environment Team about 
relevant changes in number of vessels in the fleet/clubs using the tidal Thames. 

i) Limited response thus far and this action will be carried forward.  
 
 

c. PLA 
a. Review of Non-Routine Towage Operations 

a. A review has now taken place, which aims to refine the procedure and 
this will shortly be included in the Code of Practice for Craft Towage 
Operations on the Thames.  
 

b. Regulatory & Navigational SMS Update 
i. NTM 7 of 2014 has been issued following a consultation on the General 

Directions for Navigation.   
ii. The Permanent Notices are currently being reviewed with a reprint due 

shortly.   
iii. The consultation for the BML/LKE split is now closed and all feedback is 

being reviewed. 
iv. We continue to maintain a robust SMS with regular Hazard Review Panels, 

informed and enhanced by the reporting and investigation of Navigational 
Incidents and Marine Hazards within PLA waters. 

 
c. Port Security Update 

i. ISPS Security Level – UK Ports ISPS Security Level remains at Level 1.  
ii. Threat Level – The national overall threat level remains at SUBSTANTIAL.    
iii. The Inaugural Meeting of the PSA - Port Security Authority (replacing the 

former Port Security Committee as a result of an EC Directive) is taking place 
on Friday 25th April and it is required that PFSOs from all ISPS facilities will 
attend and become members of this PSA.  Key decisions will be made as to 
the future of this important security group. 
 

d. Recreational Update 
i. The Tidal Thames Navigators Club has seen an increase in members of over 

130 since April 2013 and now stands at just over 630. The PLA seeks to 
encourage more recreational river users to join the club and the PLA recently 
hosted a TTNC Pre-Season Briefing on board the SALIENT. This was well 
attended and generally well received, which we hope to refine further in the 
future. 

ii. The ‘Rowing on the Tideway Code of Practice’ review is currently on hold, 
whilst the PLA works with the rowing clubs in the Greenwich area to develop 
a chapter within the Code for their particular activities in this area. The PLA 
hopes to complete this work before the end of the summer. 

iii. The bi-annual PHRNG (PLA Harbourmasters Recreational Navigation Group) 
meeting was held on 20th March 2014 and the minutes/agendas will now be 
published online in keeping with the RUCFs. 

iv. For a second year running there was a high number of rowing incidents 
during the winter period.  Many of the incidents occurring this year have been 
attributed to the unprecedented strong fluvial flows,  As a result of this HMU 
issued a Safety Bulletin (No.1/2014) requesting clubs and event organisers to 
set clear ‘no-go’ parameters when man-powered vessels should not go afloat. 
There was a particular issue with schools and the PLA’s CHM wrote to all 
School’s highlighting this current trend and asking them to review their 
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practices immediately.  The PLA also introduced the ‘Ebb Tide Flag Warning’ 
system to advise river users whether conditions where safe to go afloat, 
which has been well received. TRRC has proposed some amendments to the 
wording around the ‘Yellow Flag’ periods and these are currently being 
considered. We would also like to bring to the commercial operator’s attention 
the ‘Black Flag’ for when we are experiencing low fluvial flows. It should be 
noted that in 2013 there would have been 77-days when this flag would have 
been displayed. 

v. A review of the Canoe & Kayaking Guide is drawing to a close and PHRNG 
members have been asked to make any comments/changes on it by 25th 
April, so that it can be published online in early May. 

vi. A review of the ‘Be Seen – Be Safe’ Guide will be conducted in September 
2014 and in the longer term the PLA are looking to combine the SUP and 
Canoe/Kayaking Guide into a Code of Practice with a poster highlighting 5/10 
Golden Rules. 

vii. The HMU team have attended three recreational clubs since the last RUCF 
and given presentations about river safety. All of these have been well 
attended and have proved to be very useful and popular – we continue to 
encourage other recreation clubs to invite us along too. 

viii. AHMR attended the inaugural meeting of the Richmond Water Safety 
Working Group, which has been established to improve water safety 
measures in the LB of Richmond and provide training exercises via the RNLI 
to local businesses on the river front. 

 
e. Environmental Update 

i. Estuarine Morphology and Sediment Transport Study 
a. The first phase broad review is now complete and the PLA are now 

looking at the results within more discrete areas of the river and the 
estuary. Later the PLA will be undertaking more detailed site specific 
studies, based on local concern or areas of risk from the study itself, in 
the context of the wider Port picture.  

b. In order to complete the second phase of the project the Environment 
Team requests that both Commercial and Recreational river users to 
assist in this study by advising the PLA of change in river uses. Letters 
were circulated at the last RUCFU held on the 14th November 2013 and 
has received no trend data from RUCFU members. The PLA would still 
really appreciated this information, can all RUCFU members please 
complete and respond to the attached letter. 

 Action RUCF(U) Members: Please advise PLA Environment Team 
about relevant changes in number of vessels in the fleet/clubs using 
the tidal Thames. 

ii. MCZ update 
a. At present there is no further information on the MCZ on the Thames. 
b. The PLA continues to monitor the situation.  

iii. MMO update 
a. The MMO has begun licensing structures and the licensing of 

maintenance/capital dredging works since the 6th April 2014; however 
everyone still needs to also apply to the PLA to conduct these works. 

b. PLA is keen to keep the MMO process as streamlined as possible as 
the PLA appreciate this is a difficult process.  
 

iv.  Sewage – Byelaw 49 
a. PLA has completed an audit to assess how many people will be 

affected by the introduction of this byelaw on 1st January 2015. 
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b. The PLA hosted a meeting to discuss issues and how we can work 
together to resolve these – however there was a low attendance and 
the PLA has assumed that people are dealing with the issue. 

c. Class V’s are still currently outside of the new byelaw and the PLA is 
applying pressure to the MCA to speed up the introduction of a similar 
rule via the MCA’s vessel licensing team. 

 
 

d. MCA District Safety 
a. BML LKE update 

i. There has been a public consultation on proposed amendments to the 
MCA BML and these new rules will become effective on 1st October. 

ii. The failure rate for Thames apprentices is averaging 60% and in 
March alone there was a 90% failure rate. 

iii. The LKE on the Thames has a higher pass rate and the standards 
being achieved are relatively high. 

iv. The MCA is concerned that there are more people retiring/leaving the 
Thames than there are beginning a career on the Thames and that 
there will not be sufficient BML holders on the Thames to meet 
demands.   

v. The MCA reminded operators that there are training providers out 
there that can assist in preparing apprentices for their examinations 
which are currently not being used. Operators must take more 
responsibility for the training of their young people and proper tuition is 
needed to ensure a successful examination.  
   

b. DMSC 
i. A self-assessment scheme is still being worked on by the MCA, but 

there remain concerns that this scheme will not provide sufficient 
levels of confidence that the full requirements of the DSMC are being 
complied with.    

 
 

e. Navigational Safety 
i. Incident Review from 1st October 2013 to 31st March 2014 was circulated in 

advance of the meeting and attached as Appendix A. 
ii. The relatively new style of incident reviews was commended by the RUCFU 

membership as it has led to a ‘no name – no shame culture’ which is positive 
news and will hopefully encourage more near miss reporting.   
 
 

f. Other Updates 
a. Police MPU 

i. There has been a busy few months at the start of 2014, due to; training 
activity and flooding. 

ii. The MPU advised that they had lost 24% of their staff during the recent 
cuts, but has managed to maintain a 24/7 presence on the river. 
 

b. Coastguard  
i. There were 935 incidents that the London Coastguard dealt with during 

2013. It was reported that the first three months of 2014 were slightly 
busier than 2013, which they do not believe is all due to the heavy rainfall. 

ii. There were 39 fatalities in 2013, up from 35 in 2012. London Coastguard 
is looking at ways of reducing this trend to gain a greater understanding of 
why these numbers are increasing. 



 

Page 5 

iii. There were 8 incidents on Class V’s passenger vessels, resulting in 6 
medical evacuations.  

iv. TIRR Review has now been completed and it has been decided to retain 
these assets at; Chiswick, Westminster, Tower and Charlton. 

v. SARCOs is the most significant change taking place in the Coastguard 
and London will form part of these changes from 2015. London 
Coastguard should not change significantly but the role of the SARCO will 
change and become part of the nation scheme. Further progress on this 
and what this will mean to the commercial operators will be explained at a 
future time. 

vi. Following the CLEOPATRA incident it has been recommended that a 
more regular training programme is required at least every 2 months and 
London Coastguard will be looking to hold a major incident table top 
exercise in the Woolwich area in October. 
 

c. RNLI 
i. Tower Lifeboat has been called just under 500 times, Chiswick Lifeboat 

200 times, Gravesend Lifeboat 100 times and Teddington Lifeboat 52 
times this year. These calls have mainly been to jumpers or those 
requiring first aid treatments on board Class V passenger vessels. 

ii. The numbers of calls are up slightly than at the same time last year, but it 
is not clear why this is the case. 

iii. The RNLI commended the Master of the Thames Clipper who spotted a 
person holding onto the Belfast PDC recently – which was an excellent 
spot and saved the person’s life. 

iv. RNLI advised they are always happy to attend and assist operators and 
clubs on the tideway with training and recovery of persons from the river. 

 
d. London River Services 

i. LRS are implementing the Mayor’s River Action Plan and progressing 
well. 

ii. The Woolwich Ferry is now being operated by Briggs Marine and all the 
ferries are currently undergoing their 5-yearly refits. 

 
e. Fire 

i. No significant trends on the Fireboats deployments and staffing levels 
remain static. 

ii. LFB’s request to review of Emergency Services provisions on the Thames 
has been approved by the Mayor of London and will report on progress 
when the review meeting is to be held. 

iii. The Massy Shaw is now moored and open to visitors in West India Dock. 
LFB would welcome and encourage river users to visit and support the 
vessel. Please visit their website: www.masseyshaw.org 

iv. The Fireboats would be happy to attend and assist operators and clubs 
on the tideway with training and exercise opportunities, please do not 
hesitate to contact Justin Coo to arrange. 
 

f. Environment Agency 
i. There was no representative from the EA and no update given 

 
 

g. Port Health 
i. There has been a high number of noise complaints on the tidal Thames 

about both Class V passenger vessels and rowing coaches using 
megaphones. 

http://www.masseyshaw.org/
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ii. The PBA has drafted a Code of Practice – which advises and gives 
guidance on how to limit the amount of noise being created by the river 
users.  

iii. There remains an issue as to how the complaints will be managed and 
who will take out the appropriate enforcement action against the 
offenders. 

iv. The PBA would like to see the Local Councils leading an ‘Awareness 
Campaign’ for the residents lining the river Thames as they are also part 
of the process. 

 
 

g. River Works 
a. Blackfriars Rail Bridge 

i. RUCFU members were advised that following the extensive refurbishment 
works, at the end of the year various arches will be closed for varying 
periods of time to enable the completion of snagging works. 

 
b. Battersea Rail Bridge 

i. Notice to Mariners M21 of 2014 refers to the works being carried out at 
this location, which are likely to last until 2015 and will involve the closure 
of all arches at some point during this period. 

ii. 24-hr Local Traffic Control is being conducted whilst works commence in 
arches 2 and 3, with a break during the summer before resuming again in 
the autumn. 
 

c. Chiswick Bridge  
i. Notice to Mariners U12 of 2014 has been published giving details of the 

works. There will be a number of short-term arch closures in May and 
June 2014; this is likely to be followed by some medium-term arch closure 
throughout October 2014. 

 
d. Barnes Railway Bridge (Footbridge) 

i. The PLA has received no further information about this proposed project. 
 

e. Thames Tideway Tunnel 
i. Public Inquiry has finished and is currently considering all representations 

that have been made on the issue.  It is expected that a decision will be 
made in September 2014.   

 
f. Baynard House 

i. There are two cofferdams in the river adjacent to Baynard House as 
described in NTM M1 of 2014; however these works have been delayed 
and are unlikely to be completed until June 2014.. 

 
g. Fulham FC 

i. The Boards decision to approve the River Works Licence for Fulham 
Football Club was not a simple decision to make.  The Board of the PLA 
was very mindful that the Thames is a hugely valued public space, shared 
by the whole community, and reached its decision only after careful 
consideration taking account of a wide range of representations from 
interested parties as well as external expert advice. 

ii. The Board’s decision balanced the stakeholder benefits, including 
improved access to the Thames, with the impact on sailing clubs and their 
members.  The proposed stand incorporates a walkway over the river, 
adding a missing riverside link to the Thames Path National Trail.  
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iii. Furthermore, the licence conditions we will be applying will make tangible 
improvements; including improving conditions opposite the proposed 
stand for all river users.  We shall also continue to work closely with the 
sailing clubs to seek to mitigate the impact of the stand on sailing 
activities. 

 
 

h. Commercial Vessels 
a. General Directions – GD8 

i. There was a request from Thames Clippers for the PLA to make all 
operators passage plans publically available on the internet. This was 
presented as a two-fold benefit; enabling Master of various companies to 
understand what other Masters were expected to do in their passage plan 
and to enable operators to benchmark against each other. 

ii. The PLA explained that this may lead to further complacency in 
companies and may lead masters into a false sense of security and 
encourage them not think or listen to the half hourly broadcasts to gain 
traffic information. 

iii. The PLA noted that they have developed a base Navigational Risk 
Assessments and Passage Plan, which is readily available for operators 
to download and customise for their operations. 

b. Non-Routine Towing Operations 
i. Since the introduction of these requirements, there has been a number of 

non-routine towage operations and this has provided the PLA with 
significant experience, which will be fed back into a review of the current 
requirements.   

 
 

i. Events 
a. Review of events from 2013 

i. Round the World Yacht Race which left from London last year will be 
returning in June/July this year. 

ii. Thames Festival’s Ship Opera would need careful consideration if this 
event was to happen again. 

iii. The 2014 Boat Race was delivered successfully from the PLA’s 
perspective and the Women’s race will be included in next year’s event – 
which will attract a lot of media attention. 
 

b. Forthcoming events for 2014 
i. Future events list from April to November 2014 was circulated in advance 

of the meeting and attached as Appendix B. 
ii. The ATYC will be hosting their annual rally to West India Dock on August 

Bank Holiday Weekend. 
iii. The Venture Cup (F1 Powerboats) are returning in June with a slightly 

bigger event with bigger/faster vessels which will run from London to 
Monaco. They are likely to be departing St. Katherine’s Dock on the 7th 
June and will be under a PLA escort to Southend Pier. 

iv. The Commonwealth Torch Relay will be moved across the Thames on the 
7th June – this will not affect navigation. 

v. Thames Trafalgar event will be taking place in October 2014 – further 
details will be issued via Notice to Mariners. 

vi. The Tall Ships are returning in September, but under the guise of a Sail 
Training International regatta event from Falmouth to London. The PLA is 
engaged with forward planning and it is likely approximately 50 vessels 
will be taking part in this event with 20 vessels mooring in the Woolwich 
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area and some in the Greenwich area. The smaller vessels will be 
moored in West India Docks. There will also be a parade of sail when they 
leave the Thames on 10th September. 

 
 

j. Date of Next Meeting 
i. Thursday 13th November 2014, HQS Wellington. 
ii. Thursday 30th April 2015, Watermen’s Hall 
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Appendix A 
 

INCIDENT REVIEW 
1

st
 OCTOBER 2013 TO 31

st
 MARCH 2014 

 
 
 
There have been 54 reported incidents since the last review of incidents at the RUCF 
meeting in October 2013.  This shows a significant decrease in incident numbers over the 
same period in 2012/2013, despite the increases in river related activities over the same 
period.   
The graph below demonstrates the relationship between incident numbers and trade within 
the port.  Port trade data is provided by LRS for passenger numbers and the PLA for IW 
freight traffic.  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Monthly Incident Numbers 

 

2012 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

12 8 15 14 13 14 34 35 25 11 2327 6 204 

2013 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

13 11 7 14 23 22 34 26 12 13 8 13 196 

2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

9 4 7           
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MAN OVERBOARD - 1 (4) There has been just one report of a man overboard incident 
occurring in the last six months. This was a relatively minor incident with a crewman who 
had tripped and fallen overboard whilst the vessel was being re-positioned on the berth. The 
person was immediately recovered from the river and examined by on-site medical staff who 
ascertained that apart from being cold and wet the man had suffered no further ill effects. 
  
WASH COMPLAINTS - 3 (10) The number of wash complaints received in the last six 
months has substantially reduced, although one of the wash complaints was significant 
resulting in the parting of a number of mooring ropes and damage to fenders.  Fortunately 
there were no reported injuries following this incident. 
 
There continues to be a number of wash complaints from houseboat owners along the river 
(not reported in the above figures); these continue to be investigated with the majority being 
unsubstantiated and found to be of a disturbance in nature rather than any physical damage.  
These issues continue to be addressed with a view to reducing complaints in the future.  
 
CONTACTS - 18 (18) The number of incidents involving contacts has remained static over 
the last six months with seven of these incidents being potentially very serious rowing 
incidents. Following these incidents the PLA decided to implement an advisory service for 
the recreational community and introduced the ‘Ebb Tide Flag Warning’ system to warn river 
users of high fluvial flows. This new online based ‘Flag Widget’ has been successful in 
reducing more incidents during the recent flooding and has been generally well received. 
 
On New Year’s Eve a recreational vessel made contact with Tower Stairs Tier putting a 
sizeable hole in its hull and leading to its eventual sinking. It was noted that the Master had 
been drinking on New Year’s Eve and prior to New Year’s Eve 2014, this incident will be 
highlighted to recreational mariners wishing to enjoy the festivities and reminding them not to 
‘Drink and Drive’. 
 
COLLISIONS AND NEAR MISS COLLISIONS - 7 (14) There have been 2 collisions and 4 
reports of near miss collisions over the last 6 months all of which have been investigated.  Of 
the recorded collisions one was serious in nature and involved a Dutch Barge and a double 
Scull.  Following investigation it was concluded that both vessels were not maintaining a 
proper look out (Rule 5) and as a consequence of this incident the rowing club involved 
updated their risk assessment and practices with engagement from their coaches. 
 
We were pleased to note an increase in near miss reporting in the last 6 months and 
continue to encourage operators to report near misses as required.   
 
GROUNDINGS - 1 (7) There has been a sharp decrease in groundings in the last 6 months 
involving freight, passenger and recreational vessels.  The reason behind the grounding 
reported was due to the vessel losing its main engine and not deploying its anchor in 
sufficient time.  We would like to hope that the number of grounding incidents in the future 
continue to decline and all upriver users are asked to take note of the PLA’s advice on low 
fluvial flows via it’s online ‘Ebb Tide Flag Warning’ widget, which displays a ‘Black Flag’ 
during such periods.   
 
FIRE / EXPLOSION – 2 (2) There has been one report of a small fire on a Class V 
passenger vessels in the Upper District in the last six months.  The cause was later found to 
be an electrical fault with the starter motor on a main engine. 
 
MECHANICAL FAILURE - 14 (18) There continues to be a significant number of mechanical 
failures on commercial vessels in the Upper district with 11 of the incidents recorded 
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occurring on Class V vessels.  These incidents range from steering failures to engine 
problems and fortunately they did not result in any further collision or contacts. We would 
encourage Class V operators to ensure regular checks of their vessel’s mechanical systems 
are conducted as well as ensuring they have an effective maintenance regime.     
BREACH OF BYELAWS & GENERAL DIRECTIONS – 8 (14)  There were 8 breaches of 
PLA Byelaws & General Directions in the last six months and, of these incidents 6 related to 
a breach of the PLA’s speed limit byelaw. The PLA continues to consider options to raise 
awareness of the speed limits through central London, especially to the recreational 
community, to improve this situation and to try to reduce these incidents further in 2014. The 
remaining two breaches involved a vessel navigating within an exclusion zone and a 
commercial vessel operating above Margaretness without the Master holding a valid PLA 
Local Knowledge Endorsement.  
 
 
Cause Analysis 
 
The breakdown of incident causes in the PLA’s Upper District (Margaretness – Teddington) 
is displayed in the chart below. We note that the percentage of mechanical failure compared 
to the number of incidents is considerably greater when compared to the last RUCF Incident 
Review.    We ask operators and river users to ensure effective maintenance regimes are 
being conducted and determine whether they could make any improvements in these area.   
 

  

 
 
 

 
Safety Bulletins 
 
During the last period the PLA has issued two Safety Bulletins following incident 
investigations: 
 

- No.1 of 2014 – Warning! – Very High Fluvial Flows 
- No.2 of 2014 – Mooring of Workboats & Small Craft 

 
 
 
Note – Figures in brackets are for the previous 6 month period from 1st April 2013 to 30th September 2013   

17% 
2% 

7% 

33% 

35% 

6% Breach of Byelaws / General Directions

Failure to  follow / make a passage plan

Failure to keep a proper lookout

Human Error (Other)

Mechanical Failure

Other

Incident Causes - 1st October 2013 to 31st March 2014 
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Appendix B 
 

FUTURE EVENTS ON THE RIVER MARCH 2014 – SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
APRIL 
 

12th  SUP London Club Launch 
Event 

Hammersmith to Kew Bridge 
(return) 

12:30 to 16:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

13th  SUP London Club Launch 
Event and SUP Mass Paddle 

Hammersmith to Richmond 
(return) 

11:30 to 17:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

13th  London Kayakathon Shadwell Basin to Chiswick 
Bridge  

08:00 to 18:00 M19/2014 

20th  Devizes to Westminster Canoe 
Race 

Teddington Lock to 
Westminster 

06:00 to 23:59 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

26th  Devizes to Westminster Canoe 
Race 

Teddington Lock to 
Westminster 

07:00 to 13:15 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

26th  Hammersmith Amateur 
Regatta 

Chiswick Steps to 
Hammersmith Bridge 

09:00 to 18:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

27th  Cruise to London Apprentice Hammersmith to Isleworth 11:00 to 19:00 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

 
 
MAY 
 

3rd  Chiswick Amateur Regatta Chiswick Steps to 
Hammersmith (ebb) and 
Mile Post to Hammersmith 
(flood) 

08:45 to 18:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

8th  Thames Barrier Closure Blackwall Point to 
Margaretness 

13:30 to 15:50 5/2014 

10th  Borne at Chiswick Birdge UL Boat House to Chiswick 
Bridge 

09:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

10th  SUP and Kayak Kew Bridge 
Club Launch Event 

Kew Railway Bridge to 
Richmond Canoe Club 

11:30 to 16:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

10th  West London Hospital Trophy Corney Reach 09:00 to 12:30 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

11th  Tudor Pull Teddington Lock to St. 
Katherine’s Pier 

10:30 to 15:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

11th  SUP Mass Paddle Kew to Twickenham (return 11:00 to 16:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

11th  West London Hospital Trophy Corney Reach 10:15 to 13:15 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

17th  Putney Town Regatta Mile Post to Ranelagh Sailing 
Club 

08:30 to 18:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

24th  Twickenham Regatta Eel Pie Island to Buccleugh 
Gardens 

08:30 to 19:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

24th  UH Bumps Syon Pavilion to Chiswick 
Bridge 

14:15 to 20:15 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

25th  UH Bumps Syon Pavilion to Chiswick 
Bridge 

15:15 to 21:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 
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JUNE 
 

5th  Admiral of the Port’s Challenge 
Race 

Westminster Bridge to 
Westminster Boating Base 

19:00 to 19:15 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

6th  D-Day Row Putney to Teddington 
(return) 

08:00 to 18:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

7th  Venture Cup Greenwich to Southend tbc tbc 
7th  Merlin Open Barn Elms Reach to Battersea 

Reach 
15:00 to 18:30 U1/2014 and 

M3/2014 
8th  Festival Hall Cruise Hammersmith to Festival 

Hall 
13:30 to 19:00 U1/2014 and 

M3/2014 
12th  APPRG Millbank Pier and 

Westminster Bridge 
15:00 to 17:00 tbc 

14th  Barnes and Mortlake UL Boat House to Chiswick 
Bridge 

09:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  SUP Marathon Teddington to Putney 16:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  Cruiser GYC LRTTC Bugsby’s Reach 14:25 to 17:25 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

16th  Thames Barrier Closure Blackwall Point to 
Margaretness 

09:55 to 12:35 5/2014 

20th  Richmond Skerries Event Hammersmith Bridge to Ham 
House 

18:30 to 20:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

21st  Twickenham Alive Dragon 
Boats 

Snappers Bridge to Barmy 
Arms 

10:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

22nd  Eel Pie Row Hammerton’s Ferry to round 
Eel Pie Island 

10:30 to 15:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

28th  TOW Barge Race Greenwich to Westminster 12:00 to 15:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

28th  Richmond Amateur Regatta Eel Pie Island to Buccleugh 
Gardens 

08:30 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

 
JULY 
 

13th  Enterprise Open Corney Reach 13:30 to 16:45 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

15th  Thames Barrier Closure Blackwall Reach to 
Margaretness 

09:45 to 12:15 5/2014 

15th  Doggett Coat and Badge 
Wager 

London Bridge to Cadogan 
Pier 

12:15 to 13:15 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

19th  White Swan Raft Race White Swan Public House to 
Eel Pie Island 

12:00 to 18:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

20th  Cruiser Duke of York & 
Westerley 

Bugsby’s Reach to Gravesend 
Reach 

07:40 to 19:55 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

21st  Winfield Trophy Hammersmith to Lambeth 
Bridge 

12:00 to 19:30 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

24th  Port of London Challenge 
Trophy 

HMQ Wellington to Chelsea 
Harbour Pier 

19:00 to 19:45 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

26th  Isiqalo SUP Charity Race and 
Mass Paddle 

Hammersmith to Richmond 
(return) 

13:00 to 17:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 
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27th  Richmond Hasler Kayak 
Marathon 

Teddington Lock to 
Richmond Lock 

09:00 to 15:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

 
 
AUGUST 

 
3rd  Long Distance Mortlake Reach to Battersea 

Reach 
11:00 to 17:00 U1/2014 and 

M3/2014 
13th  Thames Barrier Closure Blackwall Point to 

Margaretness  
09:35 to 12:05 5/2014 

17th  SUP Twickenham Alive Blue 
Mile 

Snappers Bridge to downriver 
end of Eel Pie Island 

10:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

30th  Parr’s Priory Corporate 
Regatta 

Barn Elms Boat Club & the 
Milepost 

08:00 to 18:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

30th  SUP London Race Event Hammersmith to Putney 
Bridge (return) 

13:00 to 15:30  U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

30th  SUP London Mass Paddle  Hammersmith to Richmond 15:30 to 20:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 

 
5th – 
9th  

STi Regatta Woolwich Reach to King’s 
Reach 

tbc tbc 

6th  Great River Swim Chiswick Pier around 
Chiswick Eyot 

12:00 to 13:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

11th  Thames Barrier Closure Blackwall Point to 
Margaretness 

09:15 to 11:45 5/2014 

11th  500 Watermen’s Company 
Doggetts Race 

London Docks to London 
Bridge 

12:15 to 13:15 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

13th  SUP London Race Event Hammersmith to Putney to 
Chiswick (return) 

14:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  Steve Faldo Memorial and 
Dave Pope Challenge Races 

Tower Bridge to 
Westminster Bridge 

14:00 to 19:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  Charlie Shore Boys & Girls 
Regatta 

White Swan Public House to 
Snappers Bridge 

10:00 to 18:00  U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  SUP London Mass Paddle Hammersmith to 
Wandsworth Bridge (return) 

11:30 to 15:30 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

14th  Cruiser Ovens Buoy Trophy Bugsby’s Reach to Gravesend 
Reach 

06:30 to 18:00 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

21st  SUP London Mass Paddle Hammersmith to 
Twickenham (return) 

11:30 to 17:00 U7/2014 and 
M15/2014 

21st  Laser Open Corney Reach 11:00 to 14:30 U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

27th  The Great River Race Greenwich to Richmond 12:45 to 18:15 tbc 
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OCTOBER 
 

4th  Pairs HORR Chiswick Bridge to Putney 
Bridge 

tbc tbc 

5th  Merlin Rocket Silver Tiler Barn Elms Reach 10:00 to 13:30  U1/2014 and 
M3/2014 

5th  Thames Barrier (Annual) 
Closure 

Blackwall Point to 
Margaretness  

03:50 to 13:50 5/2014 

12th   Richmond Hasler Kayak 
Marathon Finals  

Teddington Lock to 
Richmond Lock 

tbc tbc 

 


