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PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY 
CHARGES 2014 

 
 
Introduction 
  
This publication entitled “Charges 2014” comes into effect on the 
1st January 2014 and applies until replaced.  It states the 
published rates and charges for services provided by the Port of 
London Authority. 
 
It replaces the charges in the publication “Charges 2013” which 
will, on and after 1st January 2014, cease to have effect.   
The regulations governing the charging and collection of dues 
are set out in “Charges Terms and Conditions” (“the 
Regulations”).  These Regulations determine the basis upon 
which the Port of London Authority’s (PLA) facilities and 
moorings may be used.  The Regulations also set out the 
circumstances under which payments are due to the PLA and 
establishes liability for those payments. 
 
Terms for Payment due to the PLA 
 
The following terms for payment shall apply unless in individual 
cases the PLA agrees otherwise.   
Annual Port Dues 
Direct debit customers: Direct debit payments from customers 
will be due and collected quarterly in advance on the last working 
day of January, April, July and October. 
 
Other customers: Payment from other customers will be due 
annually in advance by the end of January each year or 
immediately if in any year an invoice is issued after 31st January. 
 
River Works Licence  
Direct debit customers: Direct debit payments from customers 
will be due and collected 16 days from date of invoice. 

Other customers: Payment due immediately (i.e. on production of 
invoice). 
 
River Works Licence Application Fees 
Payment (cleared funds) due 2 working days in advance of 
application being processed. 
 
Sales of Goods 
Payment (cleared funds) due 2 working days in advance of title 
passing.  
 
All Other Charges 
Credit approved customers: Payment due immediately (i.e. on 
production of invoice). 
 
Other customers: Payment (cleared funds) due 2 working days in 
advance of the services for which the charges are being made. 
 
Interest   
Interest will be charged in accordance with any applicable contracts. 
Where no contract exists or it is silent on the subject of interest, 
then the following shall apply: 
 
Interest at the statutory rate (8% at the time of publication) will be 
applied to all commercial and non-commercial claims brought 
before the courts.  However we reserve the right to charge interest 
on debts incurred by commercial customers at the interest rate 
provided by the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 
1998 (8% above the Bank of England official dealing rate at the time 
of publication), regardless of whether a claim has been bought 
before the court. 
 
VAT  
All charges quoted in this schedule are subject to Value Added Tax 
at the appropriate rate. 
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Tonnage for Charges Purposes 
 
The Gross Tonnage (GT) of a vessel is the gross tonnage as 
ascertained in accordance with the International Convention of 
Tonnage Measurement of Ships 1969. When the certificate has 
not been made available to the PLA Charges Office, the PLA 
reserve the right to use the GT as stated in the current Lloyd’s 
Register of Ships. 
 
If the GT is incorrect in the current Lloyd’s Register of Ships or if 
a vessel is re-measured, charges will be levied on the revised 
tonnage from the date the PLA Charges Office is notified of the 
correct tonnage and if relevant when the revised certificate of 
measurement is produced to the PLA Charges Office. 
 
The full Regulations can be found in the “Charges Terms and 
Conditions” from which this extract has been taken. 

Conservancy Charges on Vessels 
 

 
A minimum charge of £20.00 (inclusive of the Estuary charge) 
applies to each chargeable voyage for vessels discharging / loading 
within PLA limits.  
 
Part cargo rebates (not applicable to Estuary charge)  
Rebates ranging from 3% to 35% apply to container ships (as 
defined in Lloyd’s Register of Ships) of over 10,000 GT, where the 
TEUs handled on a single voyage fall below 100% of the vessel’s 
capacity. 
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Conservancy Charges on Cargo  
 
Description of Goods 
 

 
Note: As an alternative, payment on container / trailer 
cargoes may be made at the tonnage rate for ‘All other 
goods’, based on the actual gross weight of cargo. 

T.O.S.C.A Charges 
 
Additional Conservancy Charge on specific oil. 
 
Description of Goods 
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Pilotage Charges 
 
Introduction  
The following information sets out the PLA charges for providing 
the services of an authorised pilot, and the charges for obtaining 
pilotage exemption and local navigation certificates effective 
from the 1st January 2014. 
 
A separate booklet containing the current pilotage directions is 
available from the Pilotage Department, PLA, Royal Pier Road, 
Gravesend, Kent, DA12 2BG and should be read in conjunction 
with this Schedule. 
 
PNPF Levy 
A levy of 7% will apply to all pilotage charges, including Pilotage 
Exemption Certificates, but excluding Boarding and Landing 
charges.  This supplement will be ring fenced to part fund the 
PLA share of the liability for the deficit in the Pilots’ National 
Pension Fund. 
 
Minimum Charge 
A minimum charge of £300 will apply to all services provided by 
a PLA Pilot. It is therefore applicable to all Schedule A charges 
as well as Shift charges and Baulk tide / cancellation charges 
under Schedule C. 
  
Basic Pilotage Charge (Schedule A)  
The  pilotage  charge  for  ships  using  a  PLA  authorised  pilot 
relates  to  the  distance  of  the  pilotage  act  between  two  
areas within the Port. There are six defined areas below 
Gravesend Pilot Station: 
 
i) Sunk   
ii) N.E. Spit   
iii) Oil Terminals   
iv) Warp   
v) Medway  
vi) Gravesend Reach (Lower)  

and four sectors above Gravesend Pilot Station:  
Sector A - Gravesend Reach (Upper) to Crayford Ness 
Sector B - Crayford Ness to Margaret Ness 
Sector C - Margaret Ness to Deptford Creek 
Sector D - Deptford Creek to Putney Bridge 
 
The basic pilotage charge (Schedule A), comprises the sum of two 
elements ([A]+[B]): 
 
[A] A rate based on the GT of the vessel 
  
For the purposes of this schedule, the Gross Tonnage (GT) of a 
vessel is the gross tonnage ascertained in accordance with the 
International Convention of Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969. 
 
i) The charges for roll-on / roll-off vessels will be applied to 

50% of the GT and charges for passenger vessels will be 
applied to 80% of the GT. 

 
ii) In the case of a ‘vessel’ under tow, charges will be 

calculated on the combined GT of the tug and ‘vessel’. 
 

[B] A charge according to the deepest draught of the vessel (at 
any time during the pilotage act). The charge will be based 
on the greater of the actual ships draught or that provided 
on the confirmed order. 

  
Non-routine Towage Operation 
A non-routine towage operation, (as defined in the latest PLA 
edition of “The Code of Practice for Craft Towage Operations on the 
Thames”) will be charged at an hourly rate to reflect the additional 
time taken in such circumstances. 
 
Boarding and Landing (Schedule B) 
The PLA have contractual arrangements for the boarding and 
landing services provided at the N.E. Spit, the Sunk and the general 
area of the Warp and Southend.  The appropriate charge is passed 
onto the shipowner / agent as a separate element on the PLA’s 
pilotage invoice. 
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A separate charge for boarding and landing at Gravesend is 
applicable whether the vessel is underway, on buoys or at 
anchor. 
 
Extra Charges (Schedule C) 
Where appropriate, additional charges are applied as set out in 
the Schedule. 
 
Tripping Charges (Schedule D) 
Tripping charges are set out in the Schedule. 
 
Exemption and Local Navigation (LNC) Certificates 
(Schedule E) 
Applications for a new Certificate or an extended PEC or LNC 
must undergo an assessment act with a PLA pilot to verify 
navigational skill and local knowledge.  Existing PEC holders 
should undergo an assessment every fifth year. The charges for 
assessments acts, fees for examination and the granting and 
renewal of certificates are set out in the schedule. 
 
Liability 
The PLA employs pilotage resources to provide a high level of 
service.  However, there will be a limited number of occasions 
when, for operational reasons, a pilot is not immediately 
available.  The provision of pilotage services is accordingly 
subject to availability, and the PLA does not accept any 
responsibility for delay, damage or economic loss attributable to 
the lack of a pilot in such circumstances.  In the event that a pilot 
is not supplied due solely to the PLA’s negligence, then the 
PLA’s liability for any loss or damage directly attributable to the 
failure to provide a pilot is limited to the amount which would 
have been charged for their services. 
 
Reviews 
Dispute of charges arising from telephone orders, electronic or 
hard copy will be subject to verification, which may involve 
review of PLA’s audio recordings.  Where our records are 
deemed to be in support of the charges levied, an Administration 

charge may be made to reflect the time lost.  Customers are 
recommended to note the date and time of conversations pertinent 
to notifications and orders, and as additional precaution, refer to 
PISCES afterward. 
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Schedule B 
 
Schedule of boarding and landing charges 
  
 
1. Out stations  
In addition to the basic pilotage charges, the following charges 
are payable by every vessel which boards or lands a PLA pilot, 
other personnel or goods by pilot boat at the following locations: 
 

 
 
NB: In addition to the above charges an extra charge may be 
levied as a fuel surcharge to take account of prevailing fuel 
costs. 

2. Gravesend  
Any act of pilotage which requires boarding or landing in Gravesend 
Reach, and for which a pilot boat is required, is liable to a fee of £68 
plus any fuel surcharge currently in force. 
  
3. Dover or other locations 
Boarding or landing will be charged at cost to PLA, plus an 
arrangement fee, plus the additional captive time of the pilot.  This 
includes the services of any contractor at locations other than those 
listed at 1. 
 
 

Schedule C 
 
Schedule of extra charges 
  
ETA & ETD Surcharges  
A surcharge of 50% will be applied if less than 3 hours confirmed 
notice is given in any circumstance. 
A surcharge of 25% will normally be applied for less than the 
prescribed notice as follows: 
 
Inward bound vessels. 

• Less than 8 hours confirmed notice from Sunk or Cork pilot 
Stations. 

• Less than 8 hours from Harwich, Felixstowe, Ipswich and 
Dover and Medway ports. 

• Less than 6 hours from the N.E. Spit or Warps pilot stations. 
 
Outward bound vessels (or vessels moving between berths, or 
vessel moving from an anchorage other than in the Estuary).  

• Less than 6 hours notice of departure if the vessel is 
proceeding beyond Sea Reach 1. 

• Less than 4 hours notice of departure or movement where a 
Sea Pilot is not required and a River pilot may be utilised as 
far as Sea Reach 1. 
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From an anchorage in the Estuary (vessels bound for, or leaving 
from London or Medway Ports). 

• Less than 8 hours from any anchorage in the vicinity of 
Sunk. 

• Less than 6 hours from any anchorage in the vicinity of 
Outer Tongue or Margate Roads. 

• Less than 4 hours from any inner London anchorage, 
such as Mouse, Southend and Warp Deep Water, Great 
Nore, Southend Lettered, Leigh Small Ships, Chapman, 
Mucking, Higham Bight, and Gravesend Lower. 

 
Variation to confirmed orders 
Advancement of a confirmed ETA / ETD will be treated as a new 
order. 
A confirmed ETA / ETD may be retarded by up to 2 hours 
without incurring charge, provided 3 hours minimum notice is 
given in relation to the original confirmation. 
A pilot may be retained against the original confirmed order for 
up to 3 hours, beyond which the PLA may withdraw the pilot and 
charge as for a cancellation. 
  
Shift (Ships anchoring in the Port of London) 
A fee of £116 or £186 per hour, or part thereof, (subject to the 
minimum charge) is payable when a pilot moves a ship of up to 
100 metres or over 100 metres respectively in length overall from 
one berth or dock to another.  This rate shall also apply to 
repositioning of vessels on the same berth or dock. Multiple 
movements, including project work will be quoted on application. 
 
Project Rate 
Where pilots are supplied frequently and regularly to move 
vessels engaged in project work, an hourly rate will be applied to 
reflect the exceptional pilot turnaround.  As each project is 
unique, price is therefore upon application. 
 
Ships requiring pilots to join or disembark at continental or 
other ports 
Shipowners / agents wishing a pilot to board a ship at a 

continental or distant UK port are liable for a minimum fee of £2,264 
per voyage plus £94 per hour, or part thereof, for each hour in 
excess of 24 hours of time spent on board the ship outside the 
seaward limit of compulsory pilotage, plus reasonable travel 
expenses.  Should travel arrangements be undertaken by the PLA 
at the request of and on behalf of the agent / operator, an admin 
charge will be made as well as costs for the flight and taxi fee to the 
appropriate UK airport.  If for any reason the arrangement is 
changed or cancelled, the agent / operator will be liable to meet any 
out of pocket expenses incurred by the PLA. 
 
Shipowners / agents requiring a pilot to remain on board a ship and 
proceed to a continental or distant UK port are liable for a detention 
charge of £94 per hour or part thereof, from the time that the pilot 
leaves the PLA district aboard the vessel to his arrival back at his 
base station.  All repatriation and arrangement costs are to be met 
by the agent / operator. 
 
Detention (waiting / idle time) 
If a pilot is detained on board or kept waiting ashore for any reason, 
a detention charge of £94 per hour, or part thereof will be levied. 
This will apply to delays of up to three hours (except in the case of 
Dover boarding which will be two hours) in arrival, sailing, or 
passage, (after which point the pilot may be withdrawn by the PLA 
requiring a new order to be placed resulting in a Baulk tide charge). 
Should the pilot be carried outside the seaward limit of compulsory 
Pilotage, reasonable travel expenses will also be charged. 
 
Baulk tide / cancellations 
A charge of 100% of the pilotage cost (subject to the minimum 
charge) will apply if a pilot attends the vessel and is not required, or 
is unable to conduct the vessel for reasons other than of the PLA’s 
making, or a confirmed order is cancelled with less than 3 hours 
notice of a confirmed ETA / ETD.  Any boarding or landing charge 
that may have been incurred as a result of the pilot’s attendance will 
also be charged as per Schedule B. 
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Dover boarding which will be two hours) in arrival, sailing, or 
passage, (after which point the pilot may be withdrawn by the PLA 
requiring a new order to be placed resulting in a Baulk tide charge). 
Should the pilot be carried outside the seaward limit of compulsory 
Pilotage, reasonable travel expenses will also be charged. 
 
Baulk tide / cancellations 
A charge of 100% of the pilotage cost (subject to the minimum 
charge) will apply if a pilot attends the vessel and is not required, or 
is unable to conduct the vessel for reasons other than of the PLA’s 
making, or a confirmed order is cancelled with less than 3 hours 
notice of a confirmed ETA / ETD.  Any boarding or landing charge 
that may have been incurred as a result of the pilot’s attendance will 
also be charged as per Schedule B. 
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Haven Pilot charges 
Charges for Haven Pilots are as follows: 
 

 
Sunk surcharge  
Ships with a pilotage draught of less than 7.5 metres requiring to 
board or land their pilots at the Sunk or Cork Pilot Stations, 
instead of at the N.E. Spit, will, unless operationally expedient be  
liable  to  a  surcharge  of  100%  of  the  basic  pilotage  charge 
except when bound to or from ports in the Harwich Haven, 
Ipswich and Essex Rivers areas. 
 
Administration charges  
When the PLA performs services which should, more properly, 
be transacted by the appointed Shipping Agent an administration 
charge of up to £180 will be raised. Activities which may attract 
such charges are, for example, those intended to avoid a delay 
to a vessel in circumstances when the Agent cannot be 
contacted. This charge also applies when movement, pilotage 
and PEC notifications are submitted that are not in the correct 
format or are incomplete, including CERS mandatory reporting 
data.  A tug assessment will also attract this administration 
charge in addition to the basic applicable pilotage charge. 
A lesser charge of £30 is applicable should minor intervention be 
required as a result of inaccurate booking data being submitted 
which necessitates telephone clarification. 
 
Additional services 
Additional services, including hire of the Bridge Simulator are 
available on request from the pilotage department.  Please 
contact the pilotage administration office to discuss individual 
requirements and receive quotations. 

 
Schedule D 

 
Schedule of tripping charges for exempt vessels 
  
Tripping charges apply to all vessels, greater than 80m length 
overall, subject to compulsory pilotage but exempt by reason of 
being navigated by a pilotage exemption certificate holder. 
The charge is applicable to both inward and outward fully exempt 
voyages but not to part piloted voyages, in which case pilotage in 
accordance with Schedule A will apply. 
 

 
 

Schedule E 
  

An introduction course to the PEC process is available. 
Attendees will discuss the detail and knowledge required for PEC 
examinations with an examining Pilot, visit the PCC and obtain 
study material. Availability is by appointment only via the pilotage 
administration office. 
 
2-4 candidates per course £114 per person 
 
A minimum charge for two candidates will apply. 
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Schedule of charges for PEC and LNC Assessment Acts and 
fees for exemption and LNC certificates 
 
PEC and LNC Assessment Acts  see schedule A-C 
 
(NB: For Licensed Watermen these rates are reduced by 50%.) 
 
Boarding and landing charges at the rates set out in Schedule B 
are payable in addition as are the fees for certificates set out 
overleaf. 
 

 

Annual Port Dues 
 
Annual Port Dues are payable on all vessels liable to pay dues, in  
use  on  the  Thames  each  year  with  a  pro-rata  charge  for 
vessels coming in to use on the Thames for the first time or 
permanently going out of use on the Thames during the year. 
 
 

 
 
The dues payable on a laid-up vessel after the expiry of a sixty day 
period of notice will be reduced by 50%, calculated pro rata on a 
daily basis. The 50% discount applies during the whole period that 
the vessel remains laid-up following expiry of the sixty days notice 
period.  During the sixty day notice period the full dues will continue 
to be payable. 
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Vessels trading outside port limits 
Vessels which trade outside port limits shall attract no charge for 
conservancy on vessels for which they become liable by trading 
out of the port limits, from the date each year on which the 
vessels first become subject to annual port dues, until such 
charges for the vessel have accumulated during that year to an 
amount equal to 100% of the annual port due. 
 
 

Vessel Licensing Inspection Fees 
 
The PLA is required by its Act of Parliament to regulate, through 
inspection, all commercial (Inland Waterways) vessels, which are 
not certificated under Merchant Shipping legislation or by 
another recognised navigational authority. These inspections 
and services attract associated charges, as identified below. 
 
5-Year Inspection Cycle Charges 
Most manned vessels regulated by the PLA will be inspected 
and licensed over a 5-year cycle. The cycle is split into 12 month 
periods, consisting of in and out of water inspections. 
Additionally workboats and passenger boats carrying twelve 
passengers or less, may also be eligible for interim Owner Sign-
offs for two out of the five inspections.  See Table 1.  
 
 

Interim Owner Sign-off Through Self Certification 
The vessel Owner or Operator may choose to self-certificate at 
the Interim Owner Sign-offs. In this case the charge will be £78 
for all vessels that qualify for self certification.  If an Owner or 
Operator is unable or unwilling to qualify for self-certification the 
inspections will be undertaken by an authorised PLA Marine 
Surveyor. Such inspections will incur the same charge as the In-
Water Inspection set out in Table 1. 

 
Table 1 
 

 
 
Tonnage-based Charges 
Tonnage-based inspections are split into three categories: Powered 
vessels. Un-powered vessels and Oil Storage Barges (powered or 
un-powered). Oil Storage Barges and Powered vessel inspections 
are based over an annual inspection and licence period. Un-
Powered vessel inspections are based over a biennial (every two 
years) licence period. Charges for these inspections are set out in 
Table 2. 
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Table 2 
 

 
 
Out of Water Hull Inspection Charges 
All PLA licenced vessels are required to have out of water hull 
inspections at the intervals set out in Table 3. 
 
These inspections are charged at a rate of £60 per hour with a 
minimum charge of 2 hours. Travel time will also be charged at 
£60 per hour, however capped at a maximum of 4 hours within 
the tidal Thames corridor. 
 
Table 3 
 
Out of Water Hull Inspection Schedules 

Notes: 
1) The Un-powered category includes: dumb barges, civil 

engineering barges (crane or working platforms), dumb 
dredgers, collar & mooring barges.  

 
2) Vessels Inspection fees will be waived for vessels providing 

evidence of international certification or licensing by a 
recognised authority. 

 
Other Vessel Inspection Charges  
The PLA also inspects some vessels that fall outside of both the 5-
Year Inspection Cycle and Tonnage-based categories. Information 
relating to other vessel / inspection types are detailed below. 
 
Skiffs, Rowing Boats and Kayaks. 
Biennial Inspection (every 2 years) and licence charge of £35 per 
vessel. 
 
Remedial Inspection Charge 
Where there are a number of failings and items outstanding 
following the completion of an inspection, a subsequent remedial 
inspection may be required in order to verify that the necessary 
work has been undertaken to the satisfaction of the PLA Marine 
Surveyor (or their representative) and that the vessel meets the 
required standard.  The charges for remedial inspections are as 
follows: 
 

First Remedial Inspection: 50% of inspection charge  
 

Any Subsequent Remedial Inspections for the same work: 100% of 
inspection charge 
 
Ship Towage Inspection Charge 
Any vessel engaged in ship towage within the Port of London shall 
be subject to an annual inspection by a PLA Marine Surveyor prior 
to operating. This will consist of an inspection of the vessel’s 
documents, towing arrangements and any associated towing 
equipment. The fee for such inspections will be £300 per vessel. 
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Please note:  Ship towage tugs licensed and inspected as a 
Tug by the PLA (rather than the Maritime & 
Coastguard Agency, another Flag State or other 
issuing authority recognised by the PLA) will be 
subject to the charges detailed in Table 1. 

 
Certificate of Compliance Charge (Byelaw 16 - Thames Byelaws 
2012) 
A Certificate of Compliance will only be issued inline with Byelaw 
16 of the Thames Byelaws 2012. Owners or Operators, who 
choose to apply for an exemption from the mandatory speed limit 
in specific areas of the River in central London, may apply in 
writing for an inspection inline with Byelaw16. The annual charge 
for inspection and issue of a Certificate of Compliance is £150 
 
Vessels listed in Table 1 that are licensed by the PLA will receive 
a Certificate of Compliance at the reduced charge of £50 per 
annum. This nominal charge is to reflect the additional labour 
costs incurred whilst completing the inspection and follow up 
administration associated with the issue of the Certificate of 
Compliance. 
 
Temporary Licence Charge 
Vessels that do not hold certification as required by the Port of 
London Act 1968 (as amended) wishing to engage in short-term 
commercial activity within the Port of London, may, at the 
discretion of the PLA's Marine Surveyor, be granted a 
Temporary Licence to work and navigate for a limited period 
detailed on the Licence. 
 
Temporary Licences issued by the PLA will be valid for no more 
than fourteen days. Vessel owners wishing to operate for fifteen 
days or more, shall be licensed under the standard 5-year cycle, 
or tonnage inspection process detailed in Tables 1 & 2. 
 
The vessel inspection and any necessary remedial inspection(s) 
will be charged at the standard PLA Marine Surveyor hourly rate.  
A minimum charge of 2 hours per inspection, plus 1 hour to 
cover the associated administrative costs, will apply. 

Marine Surveyors - Hourly Rate 
An hourly rate of £85 will be levied for the provision of all other 
surveys, inspections, advisory and consultancy work undertaken by 
PLA Marine Surveyors, which is not listed above. The hourly rate 
will apply to all travel, inspection, administration and report writing 
time associated with the service provided. Travel and subsistence 
expenses will also be charged separately (at cost) for such 
inspection and survey services provided outside Kent, Essex and 
the Metropolitan area. 
 

 
Marine Services 

 
Based  at  Denton  Wharf  in  Gravesend  Reach,  Marine  Services 
operate  a  fleet  of  vessels  providing  mooring  installation  and 
maintenance, salvage capability, diving services and oil pollution 
response.  The facilities at Denton Wharf can be used for load out, 
lift out of vessels and for short term storage. Throughout the river 
moorings are available for hire on a long or short term basis. Rates 
and quotations for work are available from the Marine Services 
office at Denton Wharf. 
 
Ship moorings 
The following charges apply to vessels using ship moorings for any 
purpose including discharging and / or loading cargo; embarking or  
disembarking passengers; laying-up for repairs, bunkering or sale; 
or for holding exhibitions. The minimum charge payable is as for a 
vessel of 2,500 GT. 
 
If the GT of a vessel is not known, PLA will base its charges on 
either the GT of a comparable vessel, rounded up to the nearest 
100 tonnes, or the application of the Formula, issued by the 
Department for Transport. 
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Use of landside facilities  
This charge will be in addition to other charges in this Schedule. 
 

 
 
 
Short stay moorings 
The following charges are for short-term use of: 
 
a) Bankside Mooring   (length of stay strictly limited to 

periods of up to two hours) 
b) Mill Stairs Mooring  (length of stay strictly limited to 

periods of up to two hours) 
c) Folly House 
d) Woolwich Barge Roads  
e) Barking Barge Roads  
f) Broadness Barge Roads Lower  
g) Denton Swing Mooring No. 2  
 
[NB: Other miscellaneous moorings are available on a short or 
long term basis.] 
 
A charge  of  £77  per  day  or  part  thereof  will  apply  for  each 
vessel using any of the above moorings on a short term basis.  If 
the period of use is for a longer term or is extended the charge 
may be varied. 

Non-commercial craft moorings (non residential) 
 

 
 
Temporary overnight (2200 to 1000 hrs) stay at any of the above 
mid-stream moorings, £18 per night. 
Payment for the casual use of any mooring must be made in 
advance. 
 
Moorings for a special purpose or event 
Charges  for  moorings  laid  for  a  special  purpose  or  event  are 
subject to negotiation. 
Charges for the hiring of gear, tackle, buoys, anchors and other 
equipment is by individual quotation. 
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Other Services 
 
Harbour Services  
Charges may be made when the PLA hires out buoys, sinkers, 
lights, flags and other equipment to mark temporary works or 
structures for river events. 
Charges  will  be  made  for  the  supply  of  Harbour  Service 
Launches,  when  they  are  required,  for  attendance  at  special 
operations or river events.  These charges will reflect the costs 
incurred by the PLA for providing the Harbour Service Launches 
and are obtainable from the Harbour Master. 
 
Event Support 
A charge may be made for any PLA support required for the 
staging of a public event on or by the river, based upon the 
nature and extent of the PLA input required.  Organisers of such 
events are recommended to discuss the level and basis for 
charging with the Finance Department at an early stage in the 
planning process. 
  
Notices to Mariners  
When the nature of a river work or event necessitates the issue 
of a Notice to Mariners, this will be produced and circulated by 
the PLA at a cost to the applicant / event organiser at a standard 
rate, irrespective of the area of River affected. 

 
There is a minimum notice period of at least 4 weeks in such 
circumstances.  Applicants should note that a 50% surcharge will be 
applied to these charges when less than the minimum period of 
notice is given to the PLA. 
 
Regulatory Publications 
The PLA produces a suite of regulatory publications, which includes 
the Thames Byelaws, General Directions for Navigation and 
Permanent Notices to Mariners in both electronic and hard copy 
format.  Electronic versions of these publications are available to 
download free of charge from the PLA’s website www.pla.co.uk 
under Navigational Safety / Regulations and Guidance.   
 
Hard copy regulatory publications are available from the PLA at a 
small charge. 
Enquiries should be made via regulationsenquiry@pla.co.uk or 
01474 562269. 
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The PLA’s marine Codes of Practice and guidance documents 
are provided free of charge for orders of less than 4 copies. 
 
Provision of Information 
A reasonable charge will be made for the provision of 
information, searches, copying of charts, maps, statistical 
information and the like. Rates can be obtained on application 
from the relevant department. 
 
Foreshore Permits 
It is an offence to dig on the foreshore without a permit.  For 
further details of how to obtain a foreshore permit contact 
environment@pla.co.uk or 01474 562339.  The charge and 
types of permits available are as follows: 
 
Permit Type 
Daily        £30 
Standard (3 year permit)    £70 
Junior (Age 12 to 17 years. 3 year permit)  £35 
Mudlark (Applicants must first hold a Standard licence) £75 
 
Filming and Photography charges 

 
Such charges will  be  levied  for  the  “use”  of  the  location 
irrespective of whether it is river based (where the film crew are 
afloat  and  either  filming  action  on  the  River  or  filming  land 
based action from the River) or land based (where the film crew 
are land based but filming action on the River).  
There is no charge for non-commercial still photography. 
 
Commercial and promotional events 
The tidal Thames is periodically used for a range of events from 
public awareness raising to commercial product launches. All 
events have to be discussed and agreed with the PLA. This 

ensures they can be safely integrated into the day to day business 
on the UK’s busiest inland waterway for passengers and freight. 
Anyone looking to arrange such an event must get in touch with us 
at the earliest opportunity and at least six weeks before the date of 
the event being considered. 
 
Fees for events on the river are by agreement with the PLA 
Corporate Affairs team. Fee discussions for activities lasting less 
than one day are around a series of three bands set out below. 
 
Major product launches / high profile PR events etc for blue chip / 
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Contact Martin Garside in the Corporate Affairs team on: 01474 
562366 or email: martin.garside@pla.co.uk 
 
Banner or poster (or pair of identical posters or banners) 
displayed externally on passenger vessels on passenger 
charter: 

 
Exemptions 
No  charge  will  be  made  for  “corporate”  banners  displayed land-
side of a vessel as a means of identification for passengers during  
the time of embarkation.  Such banners must be removed prior to 
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departure from the pier. Failure to do so will incur the charges 
described in the Schedule. 
 
No charge will be made for house flags not exceeding 1m x 1m. 
Those in excess of this size will be deemed a banner and 
charged accordingly. 
 
Third Party Revenue 
Where an operator receives revenue from a third party for the 
use of the vessel as a moving advertising medium by 
incorporating “commercial advertising” into the overall livery, a 
charge of 10% of the gross revenue received will be levied. 
Where an operator provides advertising facilities affixed to the 
external sides of the vessel for the purpose of carrying third party 
advertising, a charge of 10% of the gross revenue received will 
be levied. 
No charge will be made for any third party internal advertising. 
 
Richmond Lock 
All vessels regardless of size, draught or displacement will be 
charged £6 to use Richmond Lock.  
The charge will be reduced to £5 when paying by credit/debit 
card and increased to £7 when paying by invoice. 
 
Notes: 

1) Return passages on the same day will not be charged 
an additional £6. 

2) No charges will be levied on vessels which use the boat 
rollers (recently refitted and safe for use by small 
vessels). 

3) No charges will be levied on trading barges or tugs 
towing them. 

 
Drying Out Facilities 
The PLA has two drying out facilities in the upper district; Strand-
on-the-Green Grid and Isleworth Drawdock.   
Strand-on-the-Green Grid is a timber grid suitable for smaller 
vessels, but without road access.  The grid is limited to vessels 

of 25m length, 9m beam and a displacement of 200 tonnes.  All 
vessels, regardless of size, draught or displacement, will be 
charged £15 per 24 hours or part thereof to use Strand-on-the-
Green Grid. 
 
Isleworth Drawdock is available as either a full length or half-length 
berth (suitable for vessels up to 18m in length).  Vessels using one 
half of Isleworth Drawdock will be charged £15 per 24 hours or part 
thereof.  Vessels wishing to use either the full length of the 
drawdock or who moor across the centre line dividing the berths will 
be charged £30 per 24 hours or part thereof. 
 
 
 
 

Hydrographic Services 
 
Charts 
PLA published charts from Teddington to the former seaward limit 
off Shoeburyness. 
 
From Teddington to Margaretness [Charts 301-325] the charts are 
issued as two separate colour chart Folios, Folio No.1 covering 
Teddington to Putney, 12 charts; 301-312 cost £50 per folio and 
Folio No.2 from Wandsworth to Gallions Reach (Margaretness) 13 
charts; 313-325 cost £50 per folio excluding postage. 
 
The PLA will continue to publish the larger scale A0 charts from 
Margaretness to Southend (Charts 326-387).  
 
More details at www.pla.co.uk/Safety/Hydrographic 
 
Individual charts cost £10 including p&p for A2 size and £18 for A0 
size including p&p for mainland UK and are available from the 
PLA's Hydrographic Service. 
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Digital Sounding Data 
Digital survey data can be provided in various formats to be used 
in customers own systems, prices vary depending on 
requirements and data coverage. The PLA Hydrographic Service 
also undertakes Hydrographic surveys for a charge which 
reflects the costs it incurs in undertaking the survey. 
 
Tidal Data 
The PLA maintains seven tidal stations along the Thames 
between Richmond and Walton-on-the-Naze and Margate. 
Listings of the times and heights of observed high and low water 
levels, for any one of the PLA’s tidal stations for any calendar 
month (or part thereof) are available at £45. 
 
The Thames Tide CD is available priced at £20. 
 
Tidal predictions giving the predicted height of tide at every hour 
during the year, published separately for London Bridge, North 
Woolwich, Tilbury, Coryton, Southend, Margate and Walton-on-
the-Naze are available for sale, priced £5. 
 
The current PLA ‘Handbook of Tide Tables and Port Information’ 
is priced at £2.50 per copy. 
 
Contact Details 
Port of London Authority, Hydrographic Service, London River 
House, Royal Pier Road, Gravesend, Kent, DA12 2BG. 
Tel: 01474 562200     www.pla.co.uk/hydrohomepage 
 

 
Licence Charges 

 
Professional Fees 
The Port of London Act 1968 (as amended) authorises the making 
of charges for services provided including the processing and 
determination of Licence applications and other professional 
activities. The appropriate fee should be included with applications 
to avoid undue delays.  A duplicate of a Licence already issued will 
be provided upon payment of a £30 fee. 
 
The levels of fees are set out below and are subject to Value Added 
Tax at the appropriate rate: 
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In addition to the application processing fee a charge will be 
made for the period of time that the works are in place.  This 
charge will be made in accordance with the charges for use of 
PLA premises. 
 
Pre-Application Advice 
As part of its statutory duty the PLA will offer free initial advice 
and guidance to all who are considering works / developments 
in, over, under the river.  Thereafter, a charge will be made on 
the following basis: 
 

 
Discretionary Charging 
A charge will not normally be made for the resubmission of a 
licence application following minor modification to design, 
however a charge may be made at the discretion of the 
Licensing Officer. Urgent applications, and applications which do 
not proceed to completion, may be subject to an administration 
fee of £230. 

Retentions, Assignments and Variations 
A charge of £30 will be made for considering and processing 
applications to retain or assign an existing licence.  The same fee 
will apply to an application for a simple variation to an existing 
licence. Where however a detailed review of the variation requested 
is necessary then a charge of £165 will be made. 
 
Dredging Licence Applications 
A charge may be made for planning and application advice. 
 
Charges for processing applications for licences:  

1. Maintenance Dredging 

 
2. Capital Dredging 
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The normal processing time for applications for either a 
maintenance or capital dredging licence is three months.   If a 
licence is sought in under three months, an additional charge of 
up to 100% of the normal fee may be charged. 
 
A charge of £360 will be made for considering and processing 
applications for variations to an existing dredging licence. The 
same fee will apply to an application for a de minimis dredge. 
 
To avoid delays in processing applications, please submit 
the appropriate fee. 
 

Searches must be submitted in good time as the PLA may be 
unable to provide urgent or by return replies.  The standard 
response time is 20 working days. 
 
Contact the Licensing Department on 01474 562354 for 
clarification on calculating the fee or confirmation that an 
application is exempt. 

Determination of River Works Licence Considerations 
 

 
Notes:  
1) In the event of the appointment by the PLA of external 
 surveyors, engineers or other experts, fees based on the 
 full cost of the experts’ services will be chargeable 
 including any VAT not recoverable by the PLA. Upon
 request  an  estimate  of  the  fees  will  be  given  to  the
 applicant in advance. 
 
2) An indicative River Works Licence assessment will be
 quoted upon request but it shall not be binding on the
 PLA nor will it imply that a River Works Licence will be
 issued by the PLA. 
 
 
Houseboats 
The London wide notional gross mooring fee is £354 excluding VAT 
per linear metre per annum.  To be reviewed 1st August 2014. 
 
Private Leisure Moorings 
£57.89 per linear metre.  To be reviewed on an annual basis. 
 
Telecommunications 
A fee will be levied to recover costs incurred attending sites, 
including accompanied site visits.  Such fees will be made available 
upon application to the Estates Department. 



45

The normal processing time for applications for either a 
maintenance or capital dredging licence is three months.   If a 
licence is sought in under three months, an additional charge of 
up to 100% of the normal fee may be charged. 
 
A charge of £360 will be made for considering and processing 
applications for variations to an existing dredging licence. The 
same fee will apply to an application for a de minimis dredge. 
 
To avoid delays in processing applications, please submit 
the appropriate fee. 
 

Searches must be submitted in good time as the PLA may be 
unable to provide urgent or by return replies.  The standard 
response time is 20 working days. 
 
Contact the Licensing Department on 01474 562354 for 
clarification on calculating the fee or confirmation that an 
application is exempt. 

Determination of River Works Licence Considerations 
 

 
Notes:  
1) In the event of the appointment by the PLA of external 
 surveyors, engineers or other experts, fees based on the 
 full cost of the experts’ services will be chargeable 
 including any VAT not recoverable by the PLA. Upon
 request  an  estimate  of  the  fees  will  be  given  to  the
 applicant in advance. 
 
2) An indicative River Works Licence assessment will be
 quoted upon request but it shall not be binding on the
 PLA nor will it imply that a River Works Licence will be
 issued by the PLA. 
 
 
Houseboats 
The London wide notional gross mooring fee is £354 excluding VAT 
per linear metre per annum.  To be reviewed 1st August 2014. 
 
Private Leisure Moorings 
£57.89 per linear metre.  To be reviewed on an annual basis. 
 
Telecommunications 
A fee will be levied to recover costs incurred attending sites, 
including accompanied site visits.  Such fees will be made available 
upon application to the Estates Department. 



46

Throughput Occupation Charges 
(Port of London Act 1968 (S67) Cargo Handling) 
 
 

 
Use of PLA Premises 
The following fees are for processing an application for the use 
of PLA premises. All legal fees and costs are additional. 
 

Notes: 
1) In the event of the appointment by the PLA of external
 surveyors, engineers or other experts, fees based on the 
 full cost of the experts’ services will be chargeable 
 including any VAT not recoverable by the PLA. Upon
 request an approximation of the fees will be given to
 the applicant in advance. 
 
2) Fees exclude any rent or consideration due under the
 determination. 
 
 
Supply of Electricity 
If the PLA arranges electrical installations in tenants’ premises, a 
tariff rate will be charged. 
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