Thames Vision 2050
Safe, smart, sustainable and inclusive

Consultation – Spring 2022

Consultation – Spring 2022

A Vision For The Thames by 2050
In 2050, our Vision for the tidal Thames:

A Vision for the Thames in 2050
As a Trust Port, the Port of London Authority’s ethos is to pass the
Thames on to future generations in a better condition than we
inherited it. This is at the heart of Thames Vision 2050.
The Thames Vision 2050 consultation is about shaping the future
for the UK’s major river, home to the country’s largest port, busiest
inland waterway and burgeoning centre for sport and recreation.
It is an opportunity to pause and reflect on how we create a better
river. Better as a place to trade and travel, better as a place to
invest, to spend time together, to enjoy activities and to be
inspired. Better meaning cleaner and supporting the transition to
a Net Zero economy. And better meaning a safe place genuinely
inclusive for all, from any background.
To get to this better future, we need to agree what actions need to
be taken and who will need to work together to take them. The
near-term actions we agree through this consultation will play a
key part in shaping delivery of the long-term goals we set for the
tidal Thames.
We look forward to hearing from you and working together as we
work towards a better Thames in 2050.

Trading Thames
The river will be an essential cornerstone of the
UK’s economy, central to supply chains and
employment as the country’s largest port,
progressively switching to Net Zero operations,
and increasing connectivity to road and rail
infrastructure. Technological innovation will be
actively embraced, supporting smarter, more efficient businesses and expanding
the transportation of light freight into central London as urban logistics
transform.
Destination Thames
More people will be living, working and relaxing
on and around the Thames. The river will be
accessible to all, a national and international
icon for the city, the country and our values.
There will be more jobs, more sporting and
leisure opportunities and more visitors, drawn to
the river as the best way to enjoy London and the
Thames Estuary, its vibrant economy and its
many attractions.
Visitors will come to the Thames for unique recreational, sporting and cultural
activities. Groups accessing the river will be truly representative of the local and
wider communities.
Natural Thames
The Thames will be the cleanest it has been in
generations, supporting more biodiversity and
wildlife, balancing economic and natural capital
value. It will be recognised for clean air, natural
flood defence, capturing carbon and nutrients as
a valued, thriving habitat, allied to the Net Zero
drive.
•

To help achieve this Vision, we need your help. By responding to this Thames
Vision 2050 consultation, share with us what you can do to help realise the full
potential of the river.
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The Thames is a hub for trade and travel, sport
and culture, for people and for nature. It has
been central to the life and development of
London, the south east and the wider country
for centuries.
The river helped make London the first truly
global city during the first industrial
revolution. It will continue to help shape the
next industrial revolution as we transition
rapidly to a Net Zero UK economy by 2050.
Over the last 18 months, a period of seismic
change around the globe, we have been
looking at how the Vision needs to be updated
to reflect the emerging challenges and
priorities.
Rivers and oceans globally are on the frontline
of the climate emergency. On the tidal Thames
our response will include adapting to the
impact of climate change, and bolstering the
drive to create a Net Zero economy. It is a
challenge that we recognise and embrace.
At the same time, we must support a capital
city recovering from the pandemic and a
region at the heart of emerging economic
opportunities which can support regeneration
in some of the most disadvantaged parts of
the UK.
Work on the refreshed Vision intensified
through spring and summer 2021. We spoke
with stakeholders, customers and an expert
panel seeking views on how we should update
the Thames Vision, looking out further than
before, to 2050.

A renewed Vision framework has emerged
from this work, with themes of the Trading
Thames, Destination Thames and Natural
Thames. The Vision also highlights five priority
areas for action on safety, decarbonisation,
resilience, technology and inclusion.
Fostering greater inclusion is essential. Over
time it will mean that those working towards
Thames Vision 2050 become increasingly
representative of our local communities.
Turning the Vision into reality is the critical
next step. This consultation is all about
gathering your ideas for how we collectively
achieve that, and forming the partnerships
that will be key to taking them forward.
We have highlighted the actions already in
hand, and proposed some new top-level
actions to prompt your thinking. Please do not
feel limited to what we have set out – share
your ideas with us and tell us which actions
you’ll lead or partner on.
Among the headline developments for the
future are the Thames Freeport, hydrogen
opportunities, scope for more light freight and
Active Thames affording greater access to the
river for sport and recreation.
Thames Vision 2050 will reflect these planned
major developments and others that will
realise the potential of this unique asset in the
short, medium and long term steps towards a
new economy, with healthier and more
engaged communities.
A programme of engagement events will run
throughout the consultation. We look forward
to meeting, hearing your ideas and proposals.
•

•

Robin Mortimer
Chief Executive
March 2022
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Thames Vision 2050 Framework

Consultation questions

Drawing on extensive research and dialogue, the refreshed Vision for the river is set
around three themes for the trading, destination and natural river. Running across these
themes are five priorities for action: safety, decarbonisation, resilience, technological
change and inclusion. In combination, they will support the development of a safe, smart,
sustainable and inclusive River Thames.

This consultation runs through
March and April, closing at midday
on Saturday, 30 April 2022.

The themes and priorities for action are:

We are seeking your views on the
questions set out on this page.
You can feedback to us in the
following ways:


The Themes
Trading Thames – The principal UK
trading hub, hosting the UK’s biggest
port, serving the country’s major centre of
population and consumer market,
delivering a Net Zero economy.

Natural Thames – A valued and
integrated environment, supporting
diverse wildlife with native species,
resilient habitats and clean water providing
essential amenity for society.

Destination Thames – Access to the
Thames as a place to live, visit, enjoy
and get active.

Priorities for Action
Safety – The essential foundation for
greater river use; enabling safe river
operations is a prime PLA role.
Net Zero – Ensuring that the Thames
contributes to the climate emergency
response; delivering sustainable economic
growth in a decarbonising economy,
consolidating its position as a leading port
and low carbon inland highway, using
habitats to capture and store carbon.
Resilience – Developing infrastructure,
systems and natural habitats robust to
challenging events, including the impacts
of rapid climate change.

Technological change – Ranging across
alternative low and zero carbon fuels,
smarter and more integrated information
technology systems and the growing
opportunities of automation; the Thames is
recognised as a demonstrator for new
technologies.
Access and inclusion – Enhanced
education to boost awareness and access
to Thames opportunities, improving
diversity and inclusion in employment and
recreation; facilitating safe and appropriate
access to the foreshore.

Completing the online survey,
which can be found via:
www.pla.co.uk/ThamesVision



Sending an email –
ThamesVision@pla.co.uk



Sending a letter –
Thames Vision Consultation,
Port of London Authority,
London River House,
Royal Pier Road,
Gravesend,
Kent, DA12 2BG

The questions we are seeking your thoughts on are:

Themes
1a.

What actions do you think are needed for the
success of the Trading Thames?

1b.

What would you see as your role, or the role of
your organisation in those actions?

2a.

What actions do you think are needed for the
success of the Destination Thames?

2b.

What would you see as your role, or the role of
your organisation in those actions?

3a.

What actions do you think are needed for the
success of the Natural Thames?

3b.

What would you see as your role, or the role of
your organisation in those actions?

Priorities for Action
4. Do you agree that safety should be a cross cutting

We will run a series of consultation
and engagement events to talk
about the refreshed Vision and
action planning during the
consultation. More details are
available on the PLA website:
www.pla.co.uk/ThamesVision

5.

Do you agree that the Net Zero transition should be
a cross cutting priority and what innovations or
actions would you like to see in this area?

Once the consultation phase
concludes, we will review all
feedback, pick up with stakeholders
where needed, and finalise Thames
Vision 2050 for release in early
summer.

6.

Do you agree that resilience should be a cross
cutting priority and what innovations or actions
would you like to see in this area?

7.

Do you agree that technological change should be a
cross cutting priority and what innovations or
actions would you like to see in this area?

8.

Do you agree that access and inclusion should be a
cross cutting priority and what innovations or
actions would you like to see in this area?

priority and what innovations or actions would you
like to see in this area?

General
9.
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What other actions will be key to delivering Thames
Vision 2050?
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Engagement, research and studies
We have spent the last two years completing
extensive research and data gathering to assess
the influences, opportunities and issues that are
key to the future of the river, and how best to
respond to them. This has included continued
dialogue with key stakeholders along the 95
miles of the tidal river.
Our extensive policy and literature reviews
incorporated national, regional, city and
borough levels. The Government’s Maritime 2050
strategy was a key reference and the refreshed
Thames Vision addresses the strategy’s themes,
including: clean growth, innovation, developing
a diverse workforce and continued
infrastructure development.
To inform our developing plans, we
commissioned research to assess how the
approach of other river cities, like London, has
been shaped by COVID-19. The resulting
publication – Great River Cities: The Impact of
COVID-19 on Long-Term Plans – highlights cities‘
efforts to accelerate adaptation to climate
change and decarbonisation, with rivers
becoming increasingly central to long-term
plans for cities’ communities, identity and
tourism.
The Thames Estuary Growth Board’s Action Plan,
The Green Blue captures this focus on clean
growth. Launched in 2020, it highlights the drive
to capitalise on the unique location to attract
business and investors, maximise the area’s
potential for international trade, increasing use
of the river to carry freight of all types and
passenger transport too. Subsequently the
Growth Board’s Hydrogen Route Map set out the
scale of the opportunity for hydrogen
developments in the Estuary.
Published June 2021, the South East Marine Plan
provides guidance for sustainable development
across an area including the Thames Estuary.
Through public surveys and engagement
sessions we reached some 2,500 individuals and
organisations, gauging their views on the
priorities for the river, outlook for port trade, the
Thames as a whole, sport and recreation.
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The PLA working with partners

More than 200 people joined the webinars we
ran, the first with our expert panel, followed by a
session more closely focused on Thames
matters. We also had a drop-in session at Putney
in July 2021.
A link to our initial engagement document and
list of organisations responding can be found at
the end of this document.
Expert panel
To help shape our thinking about the global
trends set to influence the tidal Thames we
convened an expert panel. The panel
helped set the Vision in a wider context,
highlighting key trends including rapidly
developing maritime technology, climate
change, resilience and changes in global
cities driven by the pandemic. They also
saw stakeholder engagement and
involvement as a key priority.
Our panel members were:
Professor Ed Glaeser,
Harvard University

Juliet Mian, technical
director, Resilience Shift

Dr Tim Moonen, managing
director, The Business of Cities

Emma Page, head of
sustainability, University
of Exeter
Joe Borg, UK&I commercial
manager, Lloyd’s Register

Key themes emerging from
the initial engagement
included: port trade and
modal shift, the Net Zero
transition, climate change,
safety, biodiversity,
inclusivity and access, all
now picked up in Thames
Vision 2050.
Making the most of the
Thames and all it can
contribute to the future of
the city and wider region
will be built on the efforts
of many people,
organisations and
communities along the
river.
The annual Thames & London Waterways Forum is key for progress reporting and debate
The PLA has a key role to bring these diverse
We will report progress, as before, with a biennial
Thames stakeholders together to create a
report and a shorter update in intervening years.
coherent and joined-up Vision; delivery will be
These reports will include consideration of the
about effective partnerships and programmes.
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); the
Existing partnerships with organisations
benefits of completing an initial benchmark
including the Greater London Authority, Thames
assessment against SDGs will be considered.
Estuary Growth Board, City of London
The annual Thames & London Waterways Forum,
Corporation, Transport for London, vessel and
which is convened by the PLA and GLA, will
terminal operators will continue to be key.
provide opportunity for review and discussion of
At the same time, we will be building new and
the Vision, alongside other river and waterways
enduring partnerships to make sure we shape a
matters.
safe, smart, sustainable and inclusive river for the
We will be assessing the scope for, and benefits
future.
of, creating a community stakeholder group that
That’s why this consultation is so important. We
would meet periodically to review progress too.
encourage you to share this document with
Review and update
colleagues, companies and organisations who
With a framework covering some 30 years, we
possibly haven’t looked to the Thames before, so
have fine detail on actions in the short-term and
that they can engage and contribute too.
medium term, then less clarity over time. To
Governance for Thames Vision 2050
reflect this and to keep the development plan
The success of the refreshed Thames Vision will
current, we will review every five years to pick up
be built on successful partnership working. To
on developments, emerging technology and
sustain this, track progress and ensure we remain
approaches, reflecting them in an updated
on track, we are considering creating an
Vision, on which we will seek stakeholder views.
oversight board. This would be formed of some
key external stakeholders at senior level, in a
group chaired by a senior PLA representative.
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Trading Thames
Forecasts commissioned for the development of Thames Vision 2050 show that between
now and 2050, trade in the UK’s biggest port will continue to rise to meet growing demand,
from 50 million tonnes annually to 70-80 million tonnes. Continued investment will be key
to achieving sustainable growth in port trade. Importantly, the forecasts show this growth
in the context of transitioning to a Net Zero UK economy. The river will also become
integral to light freight logistics and last mile delivery to supply London.
Research findings
The outlook for Trading Thames draws on two
pieces of research. An economic impact study
completed by SQW, released in Spring 2020,
shows the tidal Thames to be an economic
powerhouse, supporting 48,000 full time
equivalent jobs, direct and indirect. The port
and river complex delivers an annual gross
value-added economic contribution of £4.5
100

billion, with investment over the five years after
the survey (2020) projected to exceed £1 billion.
To establish a view of the port and river’s
long-term prospects, we commissioned a port
trade forecast, Future trade through the Port of
London – alternative decarbonisation and growth
pathways.

Port trade forecast: growth up to 92 million tonnes
pa by 2050, as the economy decarbonises; central
forecast 72 million tonnes
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Inland waterways freight forecast: growth to up to 7.3
million tonnes pa by 2050; central forecast 4.3 million
tonnes
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The research
revealed that the
range for port trade
by 2050 is 54
million tonnes to 92
million tonnes
(median 72 million
tonnes) as the
economy
decarbonises.
Growth in deep sea
trade is expected to
derive from
increased volumes
of unitised trade
and building
materials. Liquid
bulk tonnages,
particularly petroleum products, are projected to
decline through the 2030s, with alternative fuels
and feedstocks coming in over time, in smaller
volumes.
Serving the largest concentration of population
in the UK, the port is well placed to play an
essential role in the handling and supply of these
new fuels, including hydrogen. Work completed
for the PLA by Royal Haskoning indicates there
will be strong demand for these alternatives in
both the port and for the inland fleet.
For inland waterways freight, Oxford Economics
projected volumes would range between 1.9
million tonnes and 7.3 million tonnes (median
4.3 million tonnes). This takes account of a
potentially major change in the composition of
cargoes – with ‘light freight,’ (eg: consumer
products) growing in significance, whilst bulk
cargo volumes (eg: waste and building materials)
remain broadly constant.
Potential to increase freight connectivity
between the port and destinations in the capital,
a hub and spoke operation, is seen as a major
opportunity. This is allied to unprecedented
interest in using the river to carry light freight –
see spotlight on page 14.

Moving additional volumes of freight by water
will, in the short-term, bring carbon reduction
benefits as waterborne freight movement
provides radically lower carbon emissions than
road transport, cuts road congestion and
improves safety. This is an attractive option for
companies looking to satisfy their customers’
increasing sustainability demands.
Inland freight’s value is in getting goods into the
heart of the city, where land use is mixed. The
development of ‘clusters’ of industrial activity
discrete from residential development can be
helpful in ensuring wharf operating hours are
not limited. The development of Peruvian,
Plaistow and Royal Primrose wharves, clustered
with other industrial activities in Newham, is a
good example of this.
Consultation questions
1a. What actions do you think are
needed for the success of the Trading
Thames?
1b. What would you see as your role, or
the role of your organisation in those
actions?

2050

Source: Oxford Economics/Port of London Authority
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Over the longer term, the adoption of cleaner
fuels and propulsion systems will consolidate
the river’s position as a clean logistics highway.
Cory has plans to develop carbon capture and
storage at its energy from waste operation on
the Thames. The project could deliver 1.5
million tonnes of CO2 savings annually by
2030, providing an opportunity for the Thames
to become a cluster for shipping carbon for
subsea storage, potentially benefiting other
industrial operators.
The development of a vibrant Trading Thames

Consultation – Spring 2022

will draw on success in all of the priority areas
for action, particularly technology, the Net
Zero transition and resilience. More of the
river’s potential as connecting infrastructure,
joining businesses and people, will be realised,
providing a relief valve for increasing landside
congestion.
Over time, developments in the circular
economy as part of the drive for greater
sustainability will have impacts on both port
and inland freight trade; this is an area we will
monitor closely.

Trading The principal UK trading hub, serving the country’s major centre of
Thames
summary population and consumer market, delivering a Net Zero economy
Key actions

Partners

Timescale

T1. Leverage Thames
Freeport to support
development of trade and
community levelling up

Forth Ports, DP World London
Gateway, Ford, local councils
and other partners

2022-2050

T2. Secure rail and
waterfreight infrastructure
developments to support
greater low carbon, multi
modal operations

Network Rail, PLA, GLA,
Department for Transport

2022-2035

T3. Continued reactivation of
safeguarded wharves, to take
HGV traffic off congested
roads

PLA, GLA, Transport for London,
borough councils, port and
logistics operators

Links to

Access and
Inclusion

Spotlight on: The UK’s leading port
The Thames is the UK’s largest port by
volume of cargo handled. It sustains more
than 48,000 full time equivalent jobs and an
annual gross economic value added in
excess of £4 billion.
The port is on the fast track for growth. The
bulk terminal at Tilbury2, the second phase
of the scheme, has started operation and
construction of the fourth berth at DP
World London Gateway is underway. In
addition, Thames Freeport is now
operational and set to turbo charge growth,
providing levelling up benefits for the local
economy and community.
The Thames is well placed to benefit from
changing trading links, as the UK has now
left the European Union. On short sea
routes, the unaccompanied trailer
operational model is well suited to
post-Brexit operations. More broadly, the

port’s trade has a strong deep sea,
non-European emphasis, on which
changed customs arrangements have no
impact.
Growth at scale, driven by ‘mobile’
international funded private sector
investment, will need to be matched with
supporting development of landside
infrastructure.
The Lower Thames and Silvertown crossings
are important developments, but need to
be allied to further improvements to rail
connectivity and ongoing investment in
local road improvements.
The resilience and flexibility of power
generation and supply infrastructure will
become ever more important as port
operations increasingly switch to electric
power.

Net Zero
Resilience
2022-2030
Net Zero
Resilience

T4. Develop and implement
pier adaptation plans as part
of the development of light
freight on the river

PLA, Transport for London,
Thames Estuary Growth Board

2022-2023

T5. Development of a
Thames boatyard at Albert
Island, Newham

GLA, L&R, Royal Docks Team,
London Borough of Newham,
PLA

2022-2025

T6. Liquid bulk cargo
transition: oil products
reducing, alternatives
emerging

PLA, terminals and vessel
operators
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Technology

Technology
The Thames is home to the UK’s largest port by tonnage of cargo handled

To 2050
Net Zero
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Destination Thames
The Thames is an iconic draw for people from near and far. Tourists are drawn to the
river’s banks from Tewkesbury to Texas, while local people take to the Thames for sport
and recreation from Southend to Strand on the Green. For many it is the ultimate place
to live, enjoy and get active. Vibrant, river-connected communities are a key part of the
river’s future, with new settlements emerging, particularly in east London and the wider
Thames Gateway.
Research findings

DHL’s successful light freight trial sees packages arriving into the UK overnight by air, transferred to the heart of London
by river, with zero emission last mile delivery

Spotlight on: light freight
Research by WSP, commissioned by the
Thames Estuary Growth Board and the PLA,
has confirmed enormous potential for
handling light freight, at scale. Moving
millions of parcel deliveries from the road to
the river would change the competitive
position of light freight movements on the
Thames, delivering jobs, reducing congestion
and pushing London forward on the path to
reduced air and carbon emissions.
WSP’s calculations suggest that if just 3% of
the almost one billion parcels destined for
London a year by 2050 were moved by river it
would make the mode competitive.
Successful development of light freight at
scale is likely to depend on the use of
existing river assets, particularly piers. To turn
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this into reality, the PLA is undertaking pier
adaptation research to establish the changes
needed to enable electric delivery bikes and
other options to access the pier, transiting up
and down the brow linking the pontoon and
the riverbank.
This is one of the WSP recommendations,
others include realising the environmental
and wider society benefits of river freight,
and supporting the development of
proof-of-concept trials, including the DHL
service and CEVA trials.

The outlook for Destination Thames is drawn
from multiple pieces of research. In partnership
with Transport for London, we commissioned
ARUP to identify options to achieve safe and
sustainable growth in passenger journeys on the
Thames in London, Kent and Essex, from the ten
million seen in 2018, to the original Thames
Vision 2035 target of 20 million trips a year by
2035. With just 4.5 million trips in 2021, the
immediate priority is recovery to pre-pandemic
levels of around ten million trips annually.
Looking longer term, ARUP found that growing
river use towards the target was realistic, but
substantial investment and innovation would be
needed to achieve the targeted 20 million
annual trips by 2035. It was noted that the
upper limits of growth would potentially double
the peak hour vessel movements and require
interventions to increase river capacity, such as
pier improvements.
At the same time, the report highlighted the
significant potential for eastwards expansion of
passenger services as the population in east
London and beyond is set to grow.
River travel is the entry point for many into the
world of London attractions, from the four UN
World Heritage sites along its banks to the
Illuminated River experience. This aligns with
market research agency, Opinium’s findings in a
public perception survey that passenger
transport, tourist sites and the Thames Path are
the top three attractions on the river.
Illuminated River, which picks out nine bridges in
central London in a unique light installation is
part of the Mayor of London’s Vision for a
24-hour city. It is one of the initiatives reflected
in The Case for a River Thames Cultural Vision,

developed by the PLA and GLA which sets out
how best to integrate the river into the city’s
cultural offer.
Awareness and activity on the river varied
between age groups, with young people more
likely to be engaging, but getting their
information about activities from different
sources, mostly social media.
The river plays a major role in providing high
quality living environments for both existing
and new riverside communities. New
developments such as Barking Riverside feature
passenger piers, integrating the river into
community life.
Moorings are an essential part of river
infrastructure, both for communities living on
houseboats and for navigators visiting the
communities and attractions along the Thames.
Information about the visitor moorings on the
Thames is publicly available online.
The river is a major hub for sporting activity and
a unique part of the Thames’ draw as a
destination. Research we commissioned found
there is significant scope for participation in
watersports on the river to become far more
representative of the wider communities.
The London Sport survey found that just 5% of
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participants, 3% of administrators and 9% of
coaches were from ethnically diverse
communities, compared to 40% of the London
population being from Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic communities.
The Active Thames programme, developed by the
PLA with active partnerships and watersports’
governing bodies started to address this in its
first round of participation grants, targeting
diverse participation as a key priority. (See
Access & Inclusion section for more on Active
Thames.)
The natural Thames is a draw for visitors,
alongside the myriad of other river attractions.
Opportunities to enjoy the unique environment
of the river include seal spotting eco-tourism,
rambling and visitor centres such as Thameside
Nature Discovery Park and the RPSB centre at
Rainham Marshes.
In facilitating greater use of the river, close
attention will be paid both to safety and
environmental emissions. River management,
covered in the safety actions section later, will
remain a focus. For passenger operations, there
will be close scrutiny, ensuring sufficient capacity
for growing volumes of river traffic, and that

congestion is appropriately managed. River
capacity was also raised as a safety priority for
watersports in the London Sport survey.
Close attention will be paid to reducing
emissions and improving air quality as passenger
travel increases. Continued change and
investment in vessels is likely to be needed, both
the fuels and propulsion systems. The
PLA-developed Emissions reduction roadmap for
inland shipping on the tidal Thames provides
guidance to support operators in this.

Consultation questions
2a. What actions do you think are needed for
the success of the Destination Thames?
2b. What would you see as your role, or the
role of your organisation in those actions?

Spotlight on: pier development
The Thames is one of London’s major
attractions, often cited in the top
three things visitors want to take in
when visiting the capital. The
passenger travel network is growing
eastwards, feeding more people into
what, outside of COVID times, are the
busy central London hub piers.
To support London’s recovery and
accommodate long-term sustainable
growth of passenger travel, these key Research suggests that over the long-term the number of Thames
central London piers need to be
passenger trips can reach 20 million a year.
developed. Securing investment for
interchange with suitable attractions, similar
these works is difficult.
to Pier 42 in San Francisco, could be a helpful
Development of a landmark ‘destination’ pier
model for future pier development schemes.
on the river, blending the essential passenger
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Destination
Thames Access to the Thames as a place to live, visit, enjoy and get active
summary
Key actions
D1. Expand passenger
travel pier/route network

Partners
Vessel operators, riverside
property developers, GLA,
Transport for London and PLA

Timescale

Links to

Ongoing
Safety
Access and
Inclusion

D2. Define, coordinate and Thames Vision People & Places
promote the Thames
Group which brings together
destination ‘offer’
organisations including the GLA,
London & Partners, Thames
Festival Trust, Creative Estuary
and many more

2022-2023

D3. Develop and stage a
major, maritime event on
the Thames to draw people
back into the city, to the
river and its banks

Event to
run in 2024

London & Partners, key Thames
side boroughs, river operators,
Thames Estuary Growth Board
and PLA

Access and
Inclusion

D4. Develop Active Thames Active Thames partners including
sports participation
the PLA, London Sport and
programme
National Governing Bodies

Phase one
to 2025

D5. Enhance safe and
PLA, working with NGOs
appropriate public use of
including Thames21, Museum of
the Thames Path, foreshore London and others
and tidal river

2022-2024

Resilience

Access and
Inclusion
Safety

Expanding participation in
watersports on the river –
and making it available to
more diverse communities –
is a priority for the Active
Thames programme.
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Natural Thames
By 2050 we want to see the Thames as the cleanest river in generations. The scourge of
plastic pollution will be addressed, supporting diverse native wildlife and resilient
habitats. Priorities will include improving and extending estuarine habitats, protection
from flooding, capturing carbon and nutrients, alongside tackling emerging pollutants in
the water and sediment, from plastic debris to new chemicals.
Research findings
We expect the river to
change as a result of climate
impacts. It will become
warmer, waves will become
bigger, flooding will
increase and sea levels rise.
By 2050, the locations of
marine, brackish and
freshwater could change as
water entering via the rivers
and drains joining it
continue to change.
This will affect the
distribution of vegetation,
invertebrates and fish
within the water, changing
the habits of the animals
that prey on them.
A natural capital assessment
of the value of the river as a
snapshot of the PLA’s
contribution showed over
£9.6 billion present value
(2019) created over 60 years.
The UN is reporting globally
PLA Investment Plan funding has supported habitat restoration programmes delivered
unprecedented declines in
by the RSPB in south Essex and north Kent
nature which will impact
the Thames’ migrating populations for birds,
fish and mammals. Internationally predictions
completed in Essex and Kent in 2018 by the
are that there will be more plastic than fish in
RSPB supported by the PLA; we are also
the sea by 2050, unless radical action is taken.
restoring saltmarsh in Thurrock, eroded by
This will be part of a wider pattern which sees
coastal squeeze, returning it to 1990s extent.
changes in habitats and change in species;
London Gateway has completed works in Cliffe,
some existing species may adapt, others may
Kent as part of compensation habitat
be driven out, extreme weather will damage
development, with a managed retreat of the
habitats and also remove species habitats
flood wall creating space for water and wildlife.
entirely.
This is making it more attractive to non-native
Habitat restoration and improvement was
species and other wildlife refugees.
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New pollutants like brake dust, microplastics
and fire retardants are being found in the food
chain, with marine environments a route for
their transfer.
We will work with partners to tackle this, in line
with UN Sustainable Development Goal 6.3.1:
“eliminating dumping and minimising
release of hazardous chemicals and
materials, halving the proportion of
untreated wastewater and substantially
increasing recycling and safe reuse”
River and riverside developments are expected
as a result of growth in both Trading and
Destination Thames activities. The Natural
Thames could benefit as a result, with
Biodiversity Net Gain requiring that there is an
overall increase in habitats adversely affected
by development.
The Natural Thames is a major draw for people,
for day-to-day riverside strolls, or longer walks,
for example on the newly opened stretch of
the England Coast Path, connecting central
London to the north Kent coast.

The Thames attracts significant community
volunteering to help protect and enhance the
river and riverside. Working with partners
including Thames21 on volunteer foreshore
clean ups, we expect these types of activity to
continue and grow, resulting in a progressively
cleaner environment.
The improving health of the Natural Thames
will result from close partnership working and
application of new technologies, providing
benefits across resilience, access and inclusion.
Consultation questions
3a. What actions do you think are needed for
the success of the Natural Thames?
3b. What would you see as your role, or the
role of your organisation in those actions?

Spotlight on: Thames Tideway Tunnel
Tideway is in the process of completing the
Thames Tideway Tunnel, a new 15-mile long
super sewer up to 65 metres deep and
seven metres wide under the Thames river.
When complete in 2025, the tunnel will
transform the quality of the tidal Thames
waters, capturing millions of tonnes of
sewage that currently end up in the river
due to a lack of capacity in the capital’s
existing, predominantly Victorian, sewerage
network.
The £4.1 billion scheme will benefit all those
who use the Thames and the wildlife to
which it is home. In addition to cleaning
the river, the project’s legacy will include
several new riverside public spaces, created
Thames Tideway Tunnel development
in the tunnel’s construction.
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Prorities for action
Natural A valued and integrated environment, supporting diverse wildlife
Thames with native species, resilient habitats and clean water providing
summary essential amenity for society.
Key actions

Partners

Timescale

NT1. Stop the release of
sewage from vessels into
the river, intervention in line
with Thames Tideway Tunnel
coming into operation
NT2. Reduce at source the
flow of plastics into the river

PLA, working with Thames river
operators

2022-2026

Thames Litter Forum, including
PLA, Thames21 and council
partners

2022-2030

NT3. Expand natural capital
accounting with water
companies, Environment
Agency, Natural England
and other strategic bodies,
preparing for Biodiversity
Net Gain

Environment Agency/Thames
Estuary 2100 team, Natural
England, water companies

2022-2026

NT4. Enhance data and its
use for integrated
management and creation
of key habitats

Lead: Environment Agency,
2022-2024
Natural England, local boroughs
Technology
Thames Biodiversity and Invasive
Network

NT5. Implement the
invasive species
management plan

Lead: Environment Agency, GB
2022-2025
Non-Native Species Secretariat,
landowners (including PLA)
Thames Biodiversity and Invasive
Network

NT6. Expanding monitoring
and knowledge of emerging
pollutants, including
microplastics

Environment Agency, PLA,
Thames Litter Forum members
and NGOs including Thames21

2022-2030

NT7. Increase use of new
methods and technology to
collect litter or stop it
entering the river

Thames Litter Forum partners,
including PLA and Thames21

2022-2030
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Resilience

Resilience

Resilience

Resilience

Technology

Technology

Safety
We expect the
port and river to
become markedly busier
between now and the
middle of the century. To
manage this growth, the
PLA, fellow regulators,
terminal and vessel
operators will have to
respond across all river
uses, from trade to sport,
new fuels and propulsion
systems to new
technology. A new
marine control centre is
expected to be a key part Hydrographic surveying is one of the essential activities carried out by the PLA team
of our response.
with our partners at the Maritime and
Forecasts and established investment plans
Coastguard Agency (MCA) on the development
suggest we will see more cargo-carrying ships in
and application of appropriate regulation.
the deep sea port. We also hope to see inland
Technology will be allied to continued safety
freight vessels carrying cargoes from the port to
dialogue with river users. Face-to-face
central London, alongside a growing passenger
engagement remains important, particularly
travel network, pushing eastwards to Gravesend.
with the growing numbers of people pursuing
Sports participation is also forecast to increase,
independent activities, such as stand-up paddle
not just in the established west London
boarding, outside traditional club structures.
heartland, but increasingly through east London
Drowning prevention is a key area for
and to the estuary seaside communities in Essex
partnership intervention, where the PLA works
and Kent.
alongside the MCA, Met Police, RNLI, London Fire
In the case of passenger vessels, ARUP’s study
Brigade and others. Every year the emergency
suggested that the peak of increased passenger
services deal with hundreds of calls relating to
travel demand could result in vessel movements
people in crisis. We will continue to work on
in the busiest hour rising from 21, at the time of
this, following the principles set out in the
the study, to 42 at the maximum growth
Thames Drowning Prevention Strategy, which
forecast.
aims to tackle the average of 30 tidal Thames
We are developing plans for a new marine
fatalities a year.
control centre to meet the needs of the busier
port and river. It will have flexibility and capacity
designed in to meet the changing needs we
Consultation question
expect to emerge. These include increasing
4. Do you agree that safety should be a
levels of digitalisation, levels of autonomy
priority action and what innovations or
varying between vessel types and possibly new
actions would you like to see in this area?
cargoes needing special precautions.
Safety regulation will evolve to reflect the
evolution of vessels, propulsion, other
technologies and cargoes. We will work closely
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Safety
summary Growing river use can only be achieved with high levels of safety.
Key actions

Partners

PLA, operators of vessels and
S1. Ensuring there is
sufficient capacity safely to terminals on the Thames; other
river users
accommodate growing
volumes of traffic, with
congestion management
where needed

Timescale

Links to

Ongoing
Trade
Destination
Technology

Operators of vessels and
S2. PLA Maritime Safety
terminals on the Thames; other
Plan 2021-2023 aims to
river users
reduce the number of
serious/very serious/severe
incidents across the plan
period by 10%, compared
to the previous three years

2021-2023

S3. Continuous
PLA with Company of Watermen
Professional Development & Lightermen and Thames Skills
for masters and
Academy
unsupervised
watchkeepers on intra port
vessels

Commences
2022

Trade
Destination
Technology
Trade
Destination
Access and
Inclusion

S4. Developing a marine
control centre at
Gravesend, featuring
flexible new port control
technology

PLA

S5. Deliver the Tidal
Thames Water Safety
Forum Drowning
Prevention Strategy

PLA, Maritime & Coastguard
Agency, RNLI, London Fire
Brigade, Metropolitan Police
(Marine Policing Unit), London
Ambulance Service, City of
London Corporation, MCA, City
of London Police and Transport
for London

PAGE 22

2023-2024
Technology

Ongoing
Destination
Access and
Inclusion

Net Zero transition
Climate change is seen
to be accelerating. In
response, the UK Government
introduced a legally binding
UK target to achieve Net Zero
by 2050; the Mayor of London
is targeting a zero carbon city
by 2030; the International
Maritime Organization’s
short-term measures are
aimed at cutting ships’ carbon
intensity by at least 40% by
Uber Boat by Thames Clippers is building the UK’s first hybrid high speed passenger
ferries, set to launch in autumn 2022 and spring 2023
2030.
Decarbonisation is consequently a major focus.
at the scope to establish a national hydrogen
On the Thames this stretches from port and river
highway network, integrating land, sea and port.
operations to diverse habitats that capture
Under the Smart Maritime Land Operations Call,
carbon from the atmosphere.
a Maritime Research and Innovation UK
Work to reduce carbon emissions is part of the
(MarRI-UK) initiative supported by the
wider drive to improve local air quality. Vessels
Department for Transport (DfT) the
on the river provide some 1% of the London
two-and-a-half-year project is benefiting from
atmospheric emission inventory.
£1.3 million towards the £2.1 million total cost.
The Air Quality Strategy for the tidal Thames,
Other Clean Maritime funded projects are being
updated in 2020, features reduction targets for
undertaken on the Thames by passenger vessel
both NOx and PM of 95% for inland and 70% for
operator, Uber Boat by Thames Clippers.
deep sea shipping, respectively.
Hydrogen is just one of the diverse mix of fuels
The port industrial complex has great potential
being explored for use in the marine
to be at the heart of the wider economy’s
environment. This is reflected in the
decarbonisation drive. The Thames Estuary
PLA-produced Emissions reduction roadmap for
Growth Board’s Hydrogen Route Map sets out
inland vessels on the tidal Thames. This features
how this can be realised in terms of cleaner
interim ‘stepping stone’ solutions to reduce
fuels, with ambitious plans for turning concept
emissions in the short-term, including the use of
into reality:
HVO fuel and hybrid technologies.
“The Estuary has the key ingredients
Providing the infrastructure to support, together
(brownfield sites, access to water, need, reliance
with the regulation to allow, the development
on fossil fuel energy) to create a compelling
and use of low emission alternative fuels will
case for investment in hydrogen.” – Thames
need to be considered closely.
Estuary Growth Board, October 2021
Other alternative fuels are being developed and
Major energy from waste generator and river
assessed for deep sea vessel propulsion. Maersk
operator, Cory, is also exploring the potential for
has methanol-powered ships on order and CMA
carbon capture and storage, centred on the river
CGM has LNG-powered ships already in
for transport.
operation.
At the PLA we are leading a consortium of eight
Vessels connecting to ’shore power’ to supply
organisations in a development project looking
the onboard system’s electricity needs in port is
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set to become increasingly common. Using
shore power, rather than onboard engines,
reduces carbon and other emissions,
improving air quality in ports and
surrounding communities. On the Thames we
have a target to develop a zero emission
berth by 2025, contingent on technological
and financial feasibility.
Other emissions reduction activities on the
Thames which help incentivise operators
include the Green Tariff, aimed at seagoing
vessels, and the Thames Green Scheme for
inland vessel operators. These provide
reduced charges for operators of cleaner,

greener vessels.
The Net Zero transition is essential for all
aspects of the Thames Vision. It will draw on
actions across safety, technological
development and resilience.
Consultation question
5. Do you agree that the Net Zero
transition should be a priority for action
and what innovations or actions would
you like to see in this area?

Spotlight on: Thames Net Zero Coalition
Many Thames companies
and other partners are
innovating to deliver
emissions reduction in the
short-term. Reflecting this
combined commitment,
we are canvassing Thames
operators and stakeholders
on the creation of a Thames
Net Zero Coalition, with
members all signed up to Thames operators including the PLA are adopting HVO fuel, reducing
the targets set out in the
carbon dioxide and other emissions
UN Race to Zero campaign. London is one
of more than 1,000 cities already signed up
Alongside full membership of the coalition,
to the Race to Zero.
we will offer an associate membership
option, for organisations that are working
To be eligible to join the Thames Net Zero
up their plans for Net Zero involvement
Coalition, companies should be signed up
(associate membership will be limited to
to Race to Zero campaign recognised
twelve months or need to be achieved by
schemes, including Business Ambition for
º
the end of 2023).
1.5 C, The Climate Pledge, Planet Mark and
Pledge to Net Zero.
To find out more about registering as a
member of the Thames Net Zero Coalition,
Additionally, river operators who are
please visit our website:
members of the Thames Green Scheme will
be eligible to join the Thames Net Zero
www.pla.co.uk/ThamesVision/NetZero
Coalition.
Coalition
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Achieve Net Zero by 2050, or earlier, in line with the Government’s
Net Zero legally binding target. Maritime 2050 and the Clean Maritime Plan
transition
summary support this, with international regulation of shipping carbon
emissions through the IMO.
Key actions

Partners

NZ1. Articulate the case for
investable hydrogen
generation, distribution,
storage and usage
infrastructure within the
region

Thames Estuary Growth Board,
convening private and public
sector partners

NZ2. Deliver the two-year
Hydrogen Highway
development project,
integrating land, sea and
port

PLA, with partners, including OS
Energy, University of Strathclyde,
University of Kent, Solutions from
HSE, ORE Catapult, University of
Birmingham and Newcastle
Marine Services, supported by a
number of other ports, operators
and trade associations.

NZ3. Explore scope for
Thames Net Zero Coalition,
committed to the goals
of the UN’s Race to Zero
campaign

Thames terminal and river
operators

Timescale

Links to

To May 2022,
with project
development
following

Trading

2022-2024
Trading
Destination

2022
Trading
Destination
Natural

NZ4. Deliver on the
reduction targets for
particulate matter, nitrogen
dioxide and carbon in the
Air Quality Strategy for the
Tidal Thames

Deep sea vessel operators, inland
vessel operators and PLA

2050
Trading
Destination
Natural

Cory and Uber Boat by Thames
NZ5. DfT-funded Clean
Maritime demonstration and Clippers
development projects

2022-2023
Trading
Destination

NZ6. Develop application of
carbon capture and storage
technology to energy from
waste operation and scope
relevance to other operators

Cory

2030
Trading
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Resilience
Sea level rise is set to be a major resilience
concern through to the mid-century. The
Environment Agency’s Thames Estuary 2100:
10-Year Review finds sea level rise in the estuary
has accelerated over the last few decades at rates
similar to the IPCC’s ‘very likely’ range of global
mean sea level rise.
The COVID-19 pandemic has underlined the
importance of resilient ports robustly able to
continue performing their key role in supply
chains.
The resilience of port systems is set to be tested
and re-cast as we evolve through the trials of
more extreme weather, new energy supplies,
new cargoes, ship technology and sources of
motive power.
The Resilience Shift – the group created by
Lloyd’s Register and Arup to assure the future of
critical infrastructure – captures the challenge in
their Resilience 4 Ports work (January 2021):
“In an increasingly complex and uncertain
world, port resilience is essential to business
continuity, but also to the critical
infrastructure systems that ports connect.
Port cities need resilient, low carbon
gateways to prosper.”

Spotlight: Thames Estuary 2100 Plan
The Thames Estuary 2100 Plan sets out how
the Environment Agency and its partners
are working together to manage tidal flood
risk in the Thames Estuary. With
temperatures increasing and sea levels
rising, this is a key part of climate change
adaptation and creating resilient
communities in the Thames Estuary.
Over three phases of activity, from now to
2100, the plan maps out the range of
progressive changes to be made so that
protection of the estuary from
Shoeburyness/Sheerness to Teddington
against flooding is continued. The steps
range from maintaining and improving
current flood risk management assets in
Phase 1, through raising them in Phase 2, to
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Resilience Shift defines resilience as the ability to
withstand, adapt to changing conditions, and
recover positively from shocks and stresses. This
applies across physical infrastructure, the natural
environment, organisations and people
managing the systems.
The port’s supporting infrastructure needs
include the road and rail network to transfer
goods to and from customers, allied to a power
grid flexible enough to handle increasing
demands for electricity and diversified points of
power generation.
Progress developing resilience will be through
actions around technology and safety, across all
three Vision themes, Trading, Destination and
Natural Thames.
Consultation question
6. Do you agree that resilience should
be a priority for action and what
innovations or actions would you like to
see in this area?

developing and implementing the selected
option for the future Thames Barrier in
Phase 3.
As the current Thames Barrier will continue
to function until 2070, the decision on the
final option for the Barrier is unlikely to be
made until around 2040 to ensure that the
plan remains adaptive to climate change.
Construction is expected to be in the period
after 2050.

Spotlight on: London, a city reshaping and
focused on recovery
Successive lockdowns accelerated urban
change to an unprecedented degree. The
future pattern for the working city has yet to
emerge.
Increased home working is reducing use of
the public transport network through the
week, but seeing it peak during weekend
leisure time.
The financial impact of commuters working
from home was dwarfed by the loss of
tourists, particularly international tourists to
the economy. According to VisitBritain
statistics, spending by tourists in central
London fell by £10.9 billion in 2020 as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Recovery from the scars of the pandemic and
associated lockdowns is a priority for the
country. In London, these efforts are centred
on the London Recovery Programme,
overseen by the London Recovery Board
which draws together the Mayor of London
and his team at City Hall, working with
London boroughs, community groups,
voluntary organisations and businesses.
The Programme goal is to:
“restore confidence in the city, minimise the
impact on communities and build back
better the city’s economy and society.” –
London Recovery Board 2021.
The Thames can play a central role in recovery.
As a local community asset, getting time by, or
on, the river supports people’s mental health
and is reflected in the Destination Thames
theme.
At the opposite end of the spectrum, the
Thames as a global icon, with cultural sites
dotted along its banks, is a draw for
international domestic tourists as they start to
travel again.
Our collective focus on decarbonisation sits
alongside the Mayor of London’s ambition to
deliver a Green New Deal, addressing climate

Time on or by the river contributes to quality of life

change and improving air quality. Steps to
reduce emissions from passenger and freight
vessels are already in place, with
demonstration trials helping accelerate
development.
The physical separation of lockdown
prompted fears for the future of cities like
London, which provide opportunity for
people to gather and collaborate. There is
optimism for cities’ future, as Professor Ed
Glaeser and David Cutler pick out:
“We have been through many months
when every new person was a possible
source of contagion. When that risk abates,
let us remember that every new person is
also a possible source of joy, and that every
city should be a place of hope and shared
human strength.” – Survival of the City,
2021
For the logistics sector, the pandemic
challenge was to respond to the boom in
internet retailing as people stayed home
through pandemic lockdowns. This saw
demand for last-mile parcel deliveries grow
rapidly. Unabated as lockdowns ended, it has
added congestion to already congested roads.
New research by WSP shows that, at the right
scale, river-based logistics can easily be a
competitive part of the mix. Drawing
potentially millions of parcel deliveries from
the road to the river would create new jobs,
reduce congestion and push the capital
forward on the path to Net Zero.
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Developing infrastructure, systems and natural habitats
Resilience robust to challenging events, including the impacts of rapid
summary
climate change.
Key actions

Partners

R1. Continue development Environment Agency and
of the Thames Estuary 2100 Thames Estuary 2100 team
programme

Timescale

Links to

Ongoing
Trade
Destination
Natural

R2. Development and
A range of commercial bodies
implementation of local
and local authorities
climate change adaptation
plans, with accompanying
reporting

Ongoing
Trade
Destination
Natural

R3. Review scope for port
power resilience studies,
with terminal operators

PLA, in consultation with
Thames terminal operators

Ongoing
Technology
Trade

R5. Continue pilot
recruitment to ensure
long-term port service
resilience

PLA

R4. Maintain financial
resilience to
recession/wider economic
difficulty

All organisations for their own
finances; for PLA, continued
income diversification strategy

Ongoing
Trade
Access and
Inclusion
Ongoing
Trade
Destination
Natural

R8. Preparing for more
people seeking respite
from hotter weather by
the cooler river/on the
foreshore
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PLA, working with multiple
agencies in the Tidal Thames
Water Safety Forum and
Thames Estuary 2100 team

Ongoing
as climate
change
evolves

Access and
Inclusion
Destination

Ship and port technology
Maritime 2050 identifies
significant technological
change as key to the sector’s
future. Trends including ‘big data’
analytics, digitalisation and more
advanced communications are
highlighted as key to improving
efficiency through potentially
radically different vessel
operations.
This provides major opportunity
and challenge for the PLA as port
authority, particularly responding
to the potential autonomous
vessel testing and operations in Modern technology will be key to managing an increasingly complex river, with
UK’s territorial waters.
multiple vessel types, propulsion systems, cargoes and activities
The International Association of Ports & Harbors
navigation.
says that port digitalisation will be second only
Greater autonomy, allied to improved vessel
in significance to the energy transition and
systems monitoring, management and control
emissions reduction in port development.
is set to improve the efficiency of operations.
Smart, digitalised ports will use technology and
Vessel propulsion systems will also evolve as
data sharing to improve the efficiency of their
alternatives to traditional ships’ diesel fuel
operations. With Hamburg, Rotterdam and
bunkers emerge.
Antwerp as leading examples of this trend, we
want to see London, both port authority and
Trials planned or already underway on the
operators, join the coming global network of
Thames includes barge operator Cory scoping
smart ports.
the potential for autonomous barge operations.
Vessel autonomy is also an integral part of the
The success of greater digitalisation will be
Maritime Hydrogen Highway project being
governed by the willingness of multiple
undertaken by a PLA-led consortium of
stakeholders freely to share data to recognised
partners.
global standards.
Developing ship and port technology will be
Technological change is set to be manifest
critical for the busier and changing river. It will
across ship propulsion, auxiliary systems,
touch on other key areas for action including
navigation, monitoring and control. At the PLA
safety and resilience.
our preparations will include developing a
flexible new maritime control hub, ready to
Consultation question
adjust as new technology and approaches,
including vessel autonomy and potentially
7. Do you agree that technological change
shore based pilotage, start to take shape.
should be a priority for action and what
innovations or actions would you like to see
Already, the application of emerging data
in this area?
capability is shaping plans for the management
of hydrographic data and its interface into
Vessel Traffic Services systems in port control, as
part of preparations for autonomous vessel
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Rapid technological change is expected across the maritime sector,
allied both to the driving down of emissions and exploiting the
Technology potential for autonomous shipping. Systems upgrade and integration
summary
is required alongside, to ensure data is drawn together to support safe
operations. Ship operations will increasingly diverge from the new
tech early adopters alongside those continuing with current tech.
Key actions

Partners

TC1. Source and install new
port control system to
accommodate emerging
technologies

PLA

Timescale

Links to

2023-2025
Trade
Destination
Safety
Resilience

TC2. Clean maritime
demonstrator competition
feasibility of self-propelled
autonomous barges

PLA Cory, plus BAE Systems

TC3. Use of drones and
remote technology for site
and channel surveys

PLA Hydrographic team

2022
Trade
Safety
Ongoing

Access and inclusion
Over 95 miles, the river touches
communities of differing
socio-economic make up and opportunity.
Improving access and inclusion is a major
priority for the Thames between now and
2050.
Improving people’s access to the river and
inclusion in activities on it, no matter their
background, reflects UK Government
policy, in Maritime 2050 and the Mayor of
London’s Strategy for Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion.
Maritime 2050 articulates the UK maritime
industry’s diversity challenge. Only 20% of
the workforce are women, compared to a
national average of 47%; in sea-based
maritime roles, women make up just 2% of
the world’s seafarers. Addressing this
imbalance is a priority, which will unlock
untapped workforce potential. At the PLA
we are signatories to Maritime UK’s Women
in Maritime Pledge, building an
employment culture that encourages and
celebrates gender diversity.

At a capital city level, the Mayor’s equality,
diversity and inclusion strategy sets out the
steps in hand to create a fairer, more equal,
integrated city. As the hub from which
London grew, the river needs to be part of
this truly welcoming city for all.
The Thames should be representative of
the communities that it serves and there
should be equal access to the amenity and
opportunity it provides. The Thames
workforce today is not representative of
the city and region; addressing this
imbalance will open up access to the
rewarding careers, cultural insight and
mental health benefits the river offers and
bring new perspectives to the Thames.
The Opinium public perception survey
found relatively low knowledge and
interest in the tidal Thames as a place of
commerce and industry, with just 22% of
people aware of port trade on the river.
There is a particular opportunity to boost
young people’s awareness of opportunities
for long-term careers and employment on

Trade
Destination
Natural
Safety

TC4. Development of
workforce skilled in
applicable new
technologies

Thames Skills Academy,
Company of Watermen &
Lightermen, terminal
operators, vessel operators,
local authorities, education
providers

Ongoing, to
2030 and later

Trade
Destination
Resilience
Access and
Inclusion
The PLA actively encourages diversity across its recruitment, including apprenticeships
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the Thames.
We are already discussing opportunities to
address this with community groups and
education providers to enable existing
workers to re-train and bring new recruits to
facilities along the river. The findings of The
City of London report, We are the Youth of
Today: Life in London for Generation Z, which
points out that people under the age of 25
make up nearly a third of the London’s
population will help inform this work.
Increasing opportunity for access to sports is
an area for major improvement. Our study
with London Sport found that just 5% of the
people who take to the water for physical

activity are from Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic communities, a stark contrast to the
make up of London’s population.
Safe access to the river and foreshore is also
an area for action. We are looking at the
safety messaging that could be needed as
the riverside becomes a cool place of respite
during hotter summers. Education on risks
caused by the tide will be critical.
Consultation question
8. Do you agree that access and
inclusion should be a priority for action
and what innovations or actions would
you like to see in this area?

Consultation – Spring 2022

Access and
Inclusion
summary

Creating equity in opportunity and access for all is a
priority across the Thames workforce, for sport,
recreation, education and cultural activities.

Key actions

Partners

AI1. Careers on the Thames River operators, Thames
Skills Academy
programme supporting
diverse communities
access to employment
opportunities
AI2. Targeted employer
campaigns to support
diverse recruitment

River operators, working
with Maritime UK

Timescale
Ongoing

Trade
Destination
TBC
Trade
Destination

Spotlight on: Active Thames
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AI3. Active Thames
partnership focus
supporting improved
access and opportunity

PLA, London Sport, Active
Essex, Kent Sport, British
Canoeing, British Rowing,
Canal & River Trust and
Thames Path National Trail

Ongoing
2022 launch
Destination
of online
booking
system

AI4. Develop an education
partnership programme
reflecting updated Vision
priorities and encouraging
diverse communities
access

PLA, selected delivery
partners and others

2022 (then
programmes
run to 2027)

Trade
Destination
Natural

Active Thames is helping people get active on or by the river

Active Thames is a partnership programme
supporting development of watersports on
the tidal Thames and inland waterways in
London, Kent and Essex. With over 15,000
football pitches worth of blue space, the tidal
Thames is a fantastic place to get active. There
is also an extensive network of inland
waterways, which provide even more space
for people to enjoy, and perfect locations to
gain the skills and confidence needed to take
to the tidal river.
The organisations working together, to help

Links to

people get active in watersports communities
are: Active Essex, Kent Sport, London Sport,
British Canoeing, British Rowing, RYA, Canal
& River Trust, Thames Path National Trail and
the PLA.
Together, the partners are committed to
enhancing the diversity and sustainability of
the watersports sector through growing the
watersports offer; growing and upskilling the
watersports workforce; and optimising the
use of facilities, equipment and walking trails.

A15. Develop guidance to
facilitate informed, safer
access to the foreshore
access

PLA, RNLI, Thames21,
Thames Estuary 2100 team,
and other partners

2024
Safety
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Thames Vision 2050 - major schemes at its heart

Photo: Tilbury on the Thames Trust

By 2050, the Thames will transform, alongside the city region it serves. Major developments that are key to the future of the river, already the UK’s largest port, are shown on this map.

Thames Freeport
Establishing the Freeport
is set to secure more than
£400 million in new port
infrastructure and more than
21,000 new direct and indirect
jobs, unlocking many better
paid jobs to guarantee regional
prosperity and social mobility
for generations to come.
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Hydrogen economy
The Thames Estuary
Growth Board Hydrogen
Route Map will keep the nation
on track to Net Zero, support
9,000 jobs and deliver £3.8
billion Gross Economic Value
Added to the UK economy by
2035. The Route Map is an early
deliverable from the Growth
Board’s Green Blue Action Plan.

Light freight
City markets - The City
of London Corporation’s
plans to co-locate its three
historic markets of Smithfield,
Billingsgate and New
Spitalfields to a new site in
Dagenham Dock is expected to
generate expenditure totalling
£3 billion across the UK
economy each year, supporting
11,800 jobs.

The Thames Estuary
2100 Plan
Set to ensure continued
protection from increasing tidal
flood risk for 1.4 million people,
£321 billion worth of property
as well as critical infrastructure.

Creative Estuary
Transforming 60 miles of
the Thames Estuary across
Essex and Kent into one of the
most exciting cultural hubs in
the world. Transforming the
visibility, identity and future of
the area’s creative production
infrastructure will support more
than 400 new jobs, and deliver
new skills, qualifications, and
apprenticeships across an area
of 1.5 million people.

Active Thames
Partnership programme
will support the
development of watersports on
the extensive ‘blue space’ of
tidal Thames and inland
waterways in London, Kent and
Essex. Aiming to give more
people from a wider array of
backgrounds access to the skills
and confidence to make the
most of the tidal river.
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Further reading
Links to reports and studies for further
reading:
General
 Department for Transport: Maritime 2050:
navigating the future - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
 The Green Blue – Thames Estuary Growth
Board Action Plan 2020,
TE_Action_Plan101.pdf
(thamesestuary.org.uk
 Mayor of London:
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/fil
es/the_london_plan_2021.pdf
 Mayor of London:
recovery_programme_overview.pdf
(london.gov.uk)
 Greater London – A vision for a better city
Centre for London
https://www.centreforlondon.org/wp-conte
nt/uploads/2021/12/Greater_London_Final
_Report.pdf
 Port of London Authority – Thames Vision
2050 Initial Stakeholder Engagement –
Vision_Engagement (pla.co.uk)
 UK Marine Policy Statement 2020 –
Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs
UK marine policy statement – GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
 South East Marine Plan 2021 - Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
South East Marine Plan –GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
Trading Thames
 Port trade forecast – Future trade through
the Port of London – alternative growth
and decarbonisation pathways (Oxford
Economics, 2021): Future trade through the
Port of London (pla.co.uk)
 Port of London economic impact study
(SQW, Spring 2020):
https://server1.pla.co.uk/assets/economici
mpactstudy2020-final.pdf
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Network Rail, The London Rail Freight
Strategy
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/wp-content
/uploads/2021/05/London-Rail-Freight-Stra
tegy-Summary-Report.pdf
 Department for Transport
Union connectivity review:
final report – GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
 Port Connectivity Study:
Regional Case Studies
(publishing.service.gov.uk)
 Thames Estuary Growth Board – Light
Freight on the River Thames Feasibility
Study
https://thamesestuary.org.uk/wp-content/u
ploads/2022/02/Thames-Estuary-Growth-B
oard-River-Freight-Report-by-WSP-Web.pdf
Destination Thames
 Port of London Authority/Greater London
Authority – Case for a River Thames Cultural
Vision:
https://server1.pla.co.uk/assets/191029015
2thecaseforariverthamesculturalvisionreva.
pdf
 Mayor of London: A Vision for London as a
24 Hour City - 24_hour_london_vision.pdf
 Public Perceptions of the Thames –
Opinium Research:
https://pla.co.uk/assets/publicperceptionsu
rvey2021.pdf
Natural Thames
 State of the Thames Report:
ZSL_TheStateoftheThamesReport_16Nov2
021.pdf
Safety
 Port of London Authority Marine Safety
Plan 2021 – 2023:
marinesafetyplan2021-2023.pdf
Net Zero transition
 Dft: Clean maritime plan: Maritime 2050
environment route map - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)


MCA Maritime Future Technologies
presentation (see 3.20 to 31.10): The
Maritime and Coastguard Agency's
Working Hypothesis on the
Decarbonisation of Shipping LISW21 –
YouTube
 Mayor of London environment strategy:
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/fil
es/london_environment_strategy_0.pdf
 Mayor of London Zero Carbon London
work: Zero Carbon London | London City
Hall
 Thames Estuary Growth Board Hydrogen
Route Map (2021):
https://thamesestuary.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Thames-Estuary-Hydroge
n-Route-Map-V1-Final.pdf
 Race to Zero campaign: Race To Zero
Campaign | UNFCCC
 PLA Net Zero plan: 2040 Net Zero Target
(pla.co.uk)
Technological change
 SESAME Solution II e-navigation system
development project:
https://sesamesolution2.org/
 Integrated Maritime Autonomous
Transport Systems:
https://www.sintef.no/projectweb/imat/
Resilience
 Environment Agency: Thames Estuary 2100
(TE2100) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk
 Mayor of London Climate Adaptation
Strategy:
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/fil
es/gla_migrate_files_destination/Adaptati
on-oct11.pdf
 Mayor of London, A Green New Deal:
A Green New Deal | London City Hall
 City of London Climate Change adaptation:
Have your say on plans to protect City
against rising sea levels


PLA climate change report: Climate change
on the tidal Thames | Port of London
Authority (pla.co.uk)
Resilience Shift:
 https://www.resilienceshift.org/wp-conten
t/uploads/2021/03/Resilience4Ports_FINAL
.pdf
Access & inclusion
 Museum of London ‘We are the Youth of
Today’ Report:
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/app
lication/files/1316/0165/0047/we-are-theyouth-of-today-report.pdf
 Maritime UK campaigns:
https://www.maritimeuk.org/priorities/pe
ople/diversity-maritime/
 Unlocking the potential of London’s canals
and rivers – our prospectus to support
good growth, prosperity and wellbeing,
Canal & River Trust (2019):
40343-unlocking-the-potential-of-londons
-canals-and-rivers.pdf
(canalrivertrust.org.uk)
 London Sport – Active Thames
Participation and Workforce Study August
2021 – Active Thames Survey Results 2021
(pla.co.uk)
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Partners in development of Thames Vision 2050
Thames Vision 2050 was developed through active partnership with many organisations
and individuals passionate about the river.
We would like to thank everyone who took the time to share their views, join debates
and webinars.
Organisations that formally responded to the initial engagement on development of
the Vision in summer 2021, included
.

Barking Riverside
Canal & River Trust
Centre for London
Chiswick Sea Cadets
City of London Corporation
CLdN
Commercial Boat Operators Association
Cross River Partnership
Environment Agency
Ford Motor Company
Globe Rowing Club
GPS Marine
Gravesham Council
Greater London Authority
Greenwich Yacht Club
HMM (Europe) Ltd
Inland Waterways Association Kent & East
Sussex Branch
ISM Shipping Solutions
Living Bankside
Livett’s Group
Logistics UK
London Gateway Port
London & Partners
London Assembly Liberal Democrat Group
London Cornish Pilot Gig Club
London First
London Wildlife Trust
London Youth Rowing
MMO
Mineral Products Association and British
Marine Aggregate Producers Association
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OGA, Maritime Heritage Trust; UK Heritage
Harbour
Peabody Thamesmead Team
Royal Borough of Greenwich
Royal Docks Team
RSPB
South East Local Enterprise Partnership
Southwark Council
Stema UK
Surge Cooperative
Thamesbank
Thames Blue Green Economy
Thames Clippers
Thames Estuary Growth Board
Thames Enterprise Park
Thames Estuary Partnership
Thames Festival Trust
Thames Freeport
Thames Marine Services
Thames Skills Academy
Thames21
The Company of Watermen & Lightermen
of the River Thames
The Crown Estate
The Port of Tilbury
The River Thames Society
Thurrock Council
Tideway
Transport for London
Transport for the South East
West London River Group

Photos
Thanks to partners for permission to use photos in this publication, including: Andy Wallace; Ben
Fitzpatrick; DHL; Forth Ports/Port of Tilbury; London & Partners; National Maritime Museum; Tideway;
Uber Boat by Thames Clippers.
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About the Thames


The tidal Thames is 95 miles of river from Teddington Lock,
through central London, out to the North Sea. The river is home to
the UK’s biggest port, the busiest inland waterway for freight and
passengers and a nationally important centre for sporting activity.



The tidal Thames is also a thriving habitat, home to 125 different
species of fish, 3,000 seals and more than 300,000 overwintering
birds.



Economically, the port plays a key role as part of supply chains
serving the UK markets of London, the south east and beyond.
Over 48,000 jobs depend on the port, which generates more than
£4.5 billion in economic value added annually. In addition, there
are over 100,000 jobs related to the river as an amenity and
economic activity generating a value added of over £2 billion.

About the PLA
 As a Trust Port, the Port of London Authority holds the river in trust,
working to hand it on in a better condition to future generations
and realising the goals of the Thames Vision.

2050
CUSTODIANS OF THE
TIDAL THAMES
www.pla.co.uk
@LondonPortAuth
www.youtube.com/portoflondon
01474-562200

