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Port trade

Port trade increased to 53.2 
million tonnes in 2018 
(+18%, compared to 2015 
baseline: 45.3 million 
tonnes)
Private sector investment in 
the port includes Forth 
Ports’ £150 million Tilbury2 
project on track to open 
early in 2020 and continued 
growth at London Gateway 
Port
Lower Thames Crossing site 
investigations, including 
river bed sampling, 
underway
Port of London 
Infrastructure Group 
providing a forum for 
coordinating terminal and 
river operations needs 

alongside projects such as 
Silvertown Tunnel 
Continued PLA investment 
in pilotage operations has 
seen service levels    
improve to 98% of vessels 
served without delay
Analysis underway of 
project to dredge southern 
approaches to the port, with 
potential to improve 
e!ciency for vessel 
operators and the port’s 
competitiveness

More goods and materials routinely moved between 
wharves on the river – every year over four million tonnes 
carried by water – taking over 400,000 lorry trips o! the 
region’s roads.

Underlying intra-port freight 
in 2018: 2.65 million tonnes 
(+11%, compared to 2015 
baseline: 2.39 million 
tonnes)
Peruvian Wharf o!cially 
reopened by deputy mayor 
for planning & regeneration, 
Jules Pipe, with principal 
tenant, Brett Group fully 
operational
Royal Primrose Wharf, 
adjacent to Peruvian, 
purchased by the PLA for 
cargo-handling, with 
planning applications 
expected in 2020, forming 
part of a marine/industrial 
cluster of activities

Tideway moved 1.1 million 
tonnes of material by river, 
including tunnelling spoil, 
building materials and 
tunnelling equipment
Second stage consultation 
on the Safeguarded Wharves 
Review completed and 
document to be submitted 
to Secretary of State
Thames and London 
Waterways Forum Freight 
Group reformed, reviewing 
opportunities to expand 
and promote water freight 
in London

Passenger travel
Double the number of people travelling by river – reaching 
20 million commuter and tourist trips every year.

Passenger trips in 2018: 9.9 
million (-4%, compared to 
2015 baseline: 10.3 million)
Passenger Pier Strategy 
developed by Transport for 
London (TfL)/London River 
Services’ in partnership with 
PLA and river operators
PLA and TfL commissioned a 
Passenger Transport Growth 
Study to inform 
development of Vision 
actions to achieve safe and 
sustainable growth in 
passenger journeys
New Royal Wharf Pier 
operational, making river 
travel an option for 
residents of the Royal 
Docks, visitors to ExCel 
London and travellers using 
London City Airport

Hybrid ferries introduced by 
Transport for London on the 
Woolwich service
Options for a ferry crossing 
at Rotherhithe being 
explored by TfL, with an 
electric ferry option 
proposed
New MBNA Thames Clipper 
vessel, Venus Clipper 
brought into operation; 
rebuild of City Cruises’ City 
Gamma completed 

Sport & recreation
Greater participation in sport and recreation on and 
alongside the water.

PLA and London Sport 
developing collaborative 
programme around the 
Thames’ sporting o"er and 
making opportunities more 
accessible to local 
communities
Workshop hosted with 
London Sport, giving clubs 
advice and support with 
funding applications
Thames Path – Natural 
England published Source 
to Sea (England Coast Path) 
consultation and TfL 
announced funding for 
footbridge under Barnes 
Railway bridge
PLA Sports Participation 
Small Grants Fund of 
£40,000 supported the 
AHOY Centre; Alexandra 
Yacht Club, Cambria Sea 
Scouts, Gravesend Regatta 
Society, 3rd Osterley Sea 
Scouts, Richmond Canoe 
Club and Twickenham 
Yacht Club

Sports Participation & 
Community Outreach 
Manager appointed in the 
PLA Thames Vision team, 
boosting the programme’s 
delivery capacity

Community & culture
A riverside which is a magnet for ramblers, historians, 
artists and others, whether living nearby, on the river or 
travelling from further a"eld.

Case for a River Thames 
Cultural Vision launched by 
the GLA and PLA, setting 
out pathways to make the 
most of the tidal Thames’ 
cultural attractions, for the 
bene#t of Londoners and 
visitors from all over the 
world 
Drowning Prevention 
Strategy for the tidal 
Thames developed by a 
partnership of the PLA, 
emergency services, MCA 
and RNLI, o!cially 
launched by HRH Prince 
William; the strategy 
enlists the public’s help in 
preventing accidents and 
self-harm incidents on 
the river

First phase of the 
Illuminated River project 
saw London, Cannon 
Street, Southwark bridges 
and the Millennium 
footbridge illuminated, 
with more to follow in 
2020
Thames Festival Trust 
delivered Totally Thames 
2019, featuring Ship of 
Tolerance and Foragers of 
the Foreshore, the most 
expansive exhibition on 
Mudlarking that has ever 
taken place
Join the Docks, the Royal 
Docks’ summer festival, ran 
from July to September, a 
cultural programme 
drawing people to explore 
the area’s water, parks, and 
arts venues through a 
series of special events
English National Ballet and 
English National Ballet 
School move together to a 
new world-class home at 
London City Island

Environment & heritage

Construction of Thames 
Tideway Tunnel progressing, 
with the project set to be 
50% complete by the end of 
2019
Almost 200 delegates 
attended the #rst 
PLA-convened London 
Greening Inland Shipping 
conference and exhibition 
Mayor’s Air Quality Fund, 
supporting retro#t of vessels on 
the Thames with new, cleaner 
technology, being delivered by 
Cross River Partnership and 
supported by the PLA
Exhaust monitoring 
programmes to assess the 
impact of new fuels and 
technology on vessels 
emissions underway on PLA 
and other Thames vessels; 
ambient air quality monitoring 
around Greenwich mid-stream 
mooring 
Major investment project with 
the RSPB in south Essex and 
north Kent, supporting 
improvements to a number of 
reserves
'Estuary Edges' website 
launched, featuring best 
practice design principles for 
developers

#OneLess initiative continues, 
supporting water fountain 
installation and 'Hello London, 
Goodbye Ocean Plastic' 
campaign to raise awareness 
about the alternatives to plastic 
bottled water in London.
More than 250 Thames  
foreshore clear ups on the 
Thames delivered by Thames21 
and other local groups 
Archivists recruited at the 
Museum of London Docklands 
to catalogue PLA archive ahead 
of  2021 exhibition  
Zoological Society of London's 
Thames virtual reality 
experience installed outside 
One London Bridge, giving 
visitors chance to see below the 
surface of the river.
PLA’s ‘green’ discount on main 
port charges for 
environmentally cleaner ships 
calling on the Thames doubled 
to 10%
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THAMES VISION 2035:  2019 PROGRESS REPORT

About the Thames Vision:  The Thames Vision is a framework for the 
development of the UK’s most famous and busiest river.  The Vision was 
developed with stakeholders over 18 months starting in 2015 and sets 
out the collective ambition for the river over 20 years.  Progress towards 
the Vision draws on the contribution of stakeholders and the PLA, 
working together across the six goals for trade, travel, inland waterways 
freight, sport and recreation, environment and heritage, community 
and culture.
Programme update:  The Thames Vision 2035 was launched in July 
2016.    In 2020 we will start work with stakeholders on the "rst review of 
the Vision.  This will involve research, data gathering and stakeholder 
consultation to re#ect progress, changes on the river and more widely. 
An initial draft of the revised Vision will be published for consultation in 
late 2020, ahead of the "nal document being released in 2021.
About this Interim Progress Report: We produce either a full or 
interim Thames Vision progress report every year.  This is the 2019 
interim report; the last full report, for 2018, can be found on the PLA 
website: www.pla.co.uk/ThamesVision. In 2020 a full progress report 
will be published as part of the "rst review of the Thames Vision.  

The river the cleanest since the Industrial Revolution, with 
improved habitats and awareness of heritage.
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Inland freight
The busiest ever Port of London, handling 60-80 million 
tonnes of cargo each year, on the doorstep of Europe’s 
biggest metropolitan consumer market.

 Thames Vision Opportunity Map



  
   

PROTECT  I  IMPROVE  I  PROMOTE

www.pla.co.uk
@LondonPortAuth

www.youtube.com/portoflondon
01474-562200

Litter Strategy for
the Thames Vision

2035

Further reading

About the Port of London Authority
At the Port of London Authority we are the Custodians of the tidal Thames. We hold the 
river in trust, working to hand it on in a better condition to future generations and 
realising the goals of the Thames Vision.

As the harbour and pilotage authority for the tidal Thames we operate two port control 
centres, run river patrols 24 hours a day, to keep people safe and have a team of pilots 
who guide ships into and out of the port.

About the tidal Thames
The tidal Thames is 95 miles of river from 
Teddington Lock, through central London, 
out to the North Sea. The river is home to the 
UK’s second biggest and fastest growing 
major port, the busiest inland waterway for 
freight and passengers and a growing centre 
for sporting activity.

The tidal Thames is also a thriving habitat; home to 125 di�erent species of �sh, 3,000 
seals and more than 300,000 overwintering birds.

Economically, the port plays a key role as part of supply chains serving the UK markets 
of London, the south east and beyond. Over 40,000 jobs depend on the port, which 
generates more than £4 billion in economic value added annually. In addition, there 
are over 100,000 jobs related to the river as an amenity and economic activity 
generating a value added of over £2 billion.

 


